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HOW MISSOURI COUNTIES, TOWNS AND STREAMS 

WERE NAMED. 

DAVID W. EATON. 
First Article. 

The following series of articles is an attempt to perpetuate the 
history of the origin of the names of Missouri counties, towns, streams 
and other features. This attempt has many deficiencies the writer is 
well aware, and it would not be undertaken by him, but that an interest 
therein may lead others, better prepared, to add valuable material 
thereto. I must ask at the outset a certain amount of indulgence, for 
errors, when least suspected, creep in, but an honest discussion in the 
public press will result in bringing many new things to light, and finally 
set any mistakes that have been unwittingly made to rights. Any in- 
formation or correction will be gladly welcomed. 

These articles owe much to others, and for the origin of the names 
of the counties I am under obligation to that eminent authority on 
Missouri history, the late Dr. Switzler. With the best of intentions 
of giving credit where credit is due the compiler cannot pretend to 
enumerate the books and periodicals consulted nor to name the many 
correspondents and persons from whom he has derived help. He has 
drawn on Gannett, Houck, Chittenden, Thwaites, numerous State and 
county histories and many newspapers containing information, and 
these have in many cases been extracted word for word. 

In an original tongue and among a primitive people, every place 
name had a significant meaning. They were not arbitrary names. 
It remained for the later, more cultivated and mixed races to give ar- 
bitrary names, or to transplant them from some other tongues or some 
other land. The original tribe of Indians living in Missouri has a 
name for all prominent topographic features of the country. In a few 
cases the beautiful Indian names are kept, but the early French explor- 
ers were given to apply their own names and these were afterward 
anglicized, until now they have little resemblance to the original form. 
But fortunately a few have been kept, and they are real proper names, 
as for example, Osceola in St. Clair county. The truest names are 
the ones that describe places, as Dripping Springs and Cedar Gap. 
One difficulty in such names is that they often lead to compound names 
and run counter to the rules of the United States Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

The aborigines always used descriptive names for topographic 
features. Many of the stream names are readily recognized as Indian. 
Some show the early explorers to have been French voyageurs, while 
" others, as Brownsville, Smithton and Klondike, indicate their recent 
origin. The aborigine was practical, and to him a name was given for 
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some definite purpose. There were no broad highways then as now, 
and where his dim trail forked no signpost directed his footsteps, no 
nearby house where he could inquire the way. He was forced to depend 
entirely upon himself as to his location. To guide him in the almost 
trackless wilderness he had only as landmarks the most prominent 
features of the topography, as a conspicuous hill or stream, and he 
gave these a descriptive name, to help recall his location, and guide him 
on his return to his wigwam. 

The history of Missouri may be very well traced in its place names. 
First come the Indian names, usually of some stream or topographic 
feature, then the French, who were the first explorers, trappers and traders 
or "voyageurs" as they were called, afterward a few Spanish, followed 
by the American, mixed with the foreign element of Irish and Germans. 
Geography and history are very closely interwoven and some one has 
aptly said that the study of the one, to a very great extent, is very inti- 
mately allied with the study of the other. 

Of the one hundred and fourteen counties in the State of Missouri 
ninety-nine have personal, two have state names, four Indian names, 
while the remaining nine are derived from geographical features. The 
Indian names are Moniteau, Nodaway, Oregon and Pemiscot. The 
counties named for some feature are Cedar, Chariton, Gasconade, Iron, 
Mississippi, Osage, Ozark, Platte and Saline. In the above list may 
be included Scotland, named for a foreign country and Oregon, an 
Indian word, but the county of that name was for the Stale of Oregon, 
and Texas was named for the struggling young Republic of Texas. 
The reason for the greater number of personal names as names of coun- 
ties arises from the fact that the Legislatures of Missouri tried to honor 
prominent statesmen of their country and State-men who were promi- 
nent in the local history of the county. The counties were organized 
by petition and the petitioners often suggested names but the wishes of 
the petitioners were ignored when some leading member of the Legisla- 
ture wanted to perpetuate the name of some distinguished hero of the 
time and sometimes this was done on the spur of the moment. Some 
of the names were given quite by accident, some by association, and 
some in honor. Whether it be wise or unwise to name counties after 
statesmen or generals, the Missouri Legislature adhered so strictly to 
this rule that over nine-tenths of the counties have such names. 

The question of properly applying names has puzzled the ancients 
before us. This difficult question has been discussed ever since the days 
of the Greek philosophers. The following fragmentary dialogue from 
Cratylus, seems sufficient proof of this assertion. 

Socrates: "Can you tell me who gives us the names which we use? 
Does not the law seem to give themf If so, the teacher, when he gives 
us a proper name, uses the work of the Legislator. Now is every man 
a Legislator; or the skilled onlyf" 

Hermogenes: u The skilled only." 



Digitized by Google 



HOW MO. COUNTIES, TOWNS AND STREAMS WERE NAMED. 199 

Socrates: "Then not every one is able to give a name, but only 
a (poet) Maker of Name*. Such is the (true) Legislator; of all skilled 
or titans in the universe the rarest." 

— (Socrates in Cratylus by Plato.) 

It has been thought best to give the Missouri names by counties 
in alphabetical order. First will be given the county, followed by the 
county seat town and other prominent towns, streams and natural 
features that have names. This list is neither complete nor altogether 
accurate, as reliance was had on information that often the compiler 
had no opportunity to verify. Some statements in regard to the origin 
are conflicting, and the compiler has selected those that seemed the most 
probable. 

* * * * 

MISSOURI. 

The name of the twenty-fourth State, the eleventh ad- 
mitted to the Union, and the name of its largest river. It 
was the name of an Indian tribe living near the mouth of the 
river, but who were driven farther westward by the Illinois 
tribes. "It seems quite probable," according to Chittenden, 
"that the word Missouri or Oumissourit was the equivalent 
or translation of the name by some other tribe, probably the 
Illinois, from whom it passed to the French." 

The most frequent definition given is that it means 
"muddy water," or "the great muddy river" as contrasted 
with the Mississippi, whose waters are clear. If the name 
was given to the river by the Indians, it is all the more prob- 
able that this is correct, but if the name was given to the 
tribe living on or near its mouth, then, the meaning given by 
Chittenden, that it meant in its original form, "dwelling near 
the mouth of the river," has some weight. As already stated, 
the Indian gave descriptive names. Houck gives the fol- 
lowing and the most probable explanation of the name: 
"The precise meaning of the name of the State, Missouri, is 
uncertain. It would seem to be a word of Siouan linguistic 
origin. According to Long, the Indians known to us as 
'Missouris,' dwelling at the mouth of this river, were called 
4 Ne-o-eta-cha,' or 'Ne-o-ge-he,' signifying 'those who built 
a town at the entrance of a river,' and from one of these 
Siouan words the name may have been finally formed." In 
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a note he quotes Featherstonhaugh who says that the Da- 
kotas named the river Missouri "Minnay Shoshoh Chhray," 
which is literally, "Water Muddy Hill." When this was 
first suggested, he says: — "I was puzzled, but when I came 
to understand the description of the country, I thought it 
not unlikely that, as all the Indian names we were ac- 
quainted with are corruptions from the French, the word 
Missouri might have its origin in these three words. By itself 
it is not an Indian word, and therefore, it is a fair inference 
that it is a corruption. * * By taking 'Minnay Shoshoh 
Chhray' and abbreviating the first word 'Minnay' of its last 
four letters, and afterwards the others, according to the 
principles of the French, the word 'Mi-sho-ray' is produced. 
It is not improbable that such is the origin of the word 'Mis- 
souri.' " Houck continues: "The word has been variously 
spelled. On Joliet's map it is spelled 'Mess-8-ri' or the 
'Mess-ou-ri,' the figure '8' invariably standing in the old 
French manuscripts for W or 'ou.' On Marquette's map 
as published by Thevenot in 1681, it is given as '8-miss-8-ri' 
that is to say, 'Ou-miss-ou-ri,' probably a corruption of the 
original Siouan name by the Illinois Indians adding their 
characteristic Algonquin prefix. * * Being the name of an 
Indian tribe found dwelling at or near the mouth of a river, 
this name was naturally bestowed on the river. From the 
river it was transferred to the territory organized out of the 
country through which the river ran, stretching from the 
Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains, and from this territory 
it was again transferred to the first state carved out of its 
limits." Houck: History of the exploration and settlement of 
Missouri." 

ADAIR COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 29, 1841. Named for General John 
Adair, of Mercer county, Ky., who served as governor of 
that State. He died May 19, 1840. 

Kirksville, county seat of Adair county, was laid out in 
1841. Located by three commissioners, Jefferson Collins, of 
Lewis; L. R. Miller, of Clark; and Thomas Farrell, of Monroe. 
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They were instructed to locate the seat within two and one- 
half miles of the geographic center of the county. The town 
was named after Jesse Kirk who was living at that time in 
the vicinity of the newly laid out town. According to tra- 
dition his wife was cooking a turkey dinner the day the sur- 
veyors completed their work and he offered them a good 
turkey dinner and a good supply of whiskey if they would 
name the town "Kirksville." The offer was accepted. The 
original town contained forty acres. 

Adair, established in 1879 by M. C. Cody. 

Brashear, laid out by Richard M. Brashear in 1872 and 
in his honor named. 

Connelsville, laid out in 1902 and named after the famous 
coal and coke town in Pennsylvania. Adjoining it was the 
old town of Nineveh, which was established in 1849 by Dr. 
William Keil as a branch of the communistic colony of Bethel, 
Mo. This was on land that had belonged to D. A. Ely, and 
the town is a part of Connelsville. It was named after the 
Biblical town of Nineveh. 

Gibbs, established in 1887 by Gibbs Land Co. Name 
of one of the members of the Company. 

Millard, established in 1872 by S. F. Miller, and name 
formed from that of Miller. 

Novinger, founded by John C. Novinger in 1879 on his 
land and named for himself. 

Shibley's Point, named after the Shibley family. 

Stahl, established in 1882 by S. F. Stahl and for him 
named. 

Sublett, founded by P. J. Sublette in 1869 and for him 
named. 

Wilmathsville, laid out by W. B. Reynolds and named 
by him for Wilmoth McLean. It is said the name should 
be spelled Wilmothsville. 

Yarrow, named for river in Scotland. 

Youngstown, surveyed by Tyler Paine and named by 
Waddill and Miller for George Young. 

Zig, named for Ziegler. 

» • * * 
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ANDREW COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 29th, 1841, and named in honor of An- 
drew Jackson Davis, once a prominent citizen of St. Louis 
county, formerly of Savannah, Mo. 

Savannah, county seat of Andrew county, was surveyed 
by Benjamin K. Dyer and located by a commission to locate 
a permanent seat of justice in 1841. The Commissioners 
were Elijah Armstrong, of Daviess Co.; Elijah P. Howell, of 
Clinton Co.; and Harlow Hinkston, of Buchanan Co. 

Amazonia, laid out in 1857 by P. S. Roberts, Joshua 
Bond and others. 

Bolckow, platted in 1868 by John Anderson and Ben- 
jamin A. Conrad, and named in honor of one of the officials 
of the "Platte Co. R. R." Bolckow. 

Fillmore, laid out in 1845 by Levi Churchill, F. K. 
Chambers, John L. Griffith and Indiana Kenyon, and named 
in honor of Millard Fillmore, who was coming into political 
prominence at that time. 

Helena, laid out in 1878 by H. C. Webster and Henry 
Snowdon. 

Nodaway, named from stream, an Indian word meaning 
"placid." 

Rochester, site first settled by Levi Thatcher, and laid 
out by James Barnes in 1848. 

Rosendale, laid out in 1869, by John G. Gaemlich. 

Whitesville, laid out by Lyman Hunt and John D. 
White in 1848 and named in honor of the latter. 

* * * * 

ATCHISON COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 14th, 1845. Named in honor of David 
R. Atchison, United States Senator from 1843 to 1855 and 
who died January 26th, 1886, at Clinton, Mo. Born at 
Frogtown, Ky., in August, 1807. He was U. S. Senator 
when President Polk's term expired March 3d, 1849, and as 
the next day March 4th, the usual day for inaugurating the 
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President, was Sunday, the ceremony of inaugurating Pres. 
Tyler was postponed to the 5th. This made Senator At- 
chison of Missouri, who was president of the Senate at the 
time, Acting President of the U. S. for one day. 

Rockport, county seat of Atchison county, laid out by 
Nathan Meek, April 8, 1851, and the county records removed 
from Linden, the old county seat. Is situated on Rock 
Creek, from whence the name. 

Fairfax, laid out by Charles E. Perkins, in April, 1881. 

Langdon, laid out in 1880 on farm of Col. P. A. Thomp- 
son. 

Milton, laid out Nov. 19, 1867, by John VanGrundy, Sr. 
Originally called Irish Grove because most of the original 
settlers came from the north of Ireland. 

Nishnabotna, laid out by F. Volker in 1877. An Indian 
word meaning "a river where boats were built," or "Canoe 
making river." 

Phelps City, laid out Aug., 1868 by Philip A. Thompson, 
Willis Phelps and Richard Buckham, and named for Willis 
Phelps, one of the original owners. 

Tarlrio, laid out in August, 1880 by Charles E. Perkins. 
Named for river on which situated. An Indian word meaning 
"walnut" or "a stream where walnuts grow." 

Watson, laid out Feb. 1, 1869 by Marion Good. 

Westboro, laid out in 1881 by Charles E. Perkins. 

* * * * 

AUDRAIN COUNTY. 

Organized December 17th, 1836. Named for James S. 
Audrain, who was a representative from St. Charles county 
in the Missouri legislature in 1830, and who died in St. 
Charles, Nov. 10th, 1831, while a member of the legislature. 

Mexico, county seat of Audrain county, laid out in 
April, 1836 by Rev. Robert C. Mansfield and James H. 
Smith. Cornelius Edwards, of Monroe; William R. Martin, 
ot Callaway ; and Robert Schooling, of Boone, were the com- 
missioners appointed by the legislature to locate seat of justice. 
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Named for the country of that name, and which was named, 
or the name was derived from the Mexican name for the 
Maguy plant, which gives the people of that country so many 
of the necessities of life. It was so named in recognition of 
the excitement at that time in this State over the growing 
controversy between Mexico and the United States con- 
cerning the independence of Texas. 

Beaver Dam, which is the south fork of Salt River, gets 
its name from the fact that in early days it had a dam across 
it made by beavers. 

Benton City, platted by Maj. James S. Rollins, June — , 
1881, and named in honor of Thomas H. Benton, Senator 
from Missouri from 1820 to 1850. 

Farber, platted Jan. 1872 by Thos. W. Carter and named 
for Silas W. Farber. 

Fish Branch derives its name from the many fish that 
were found in its waters in early days. It was probably 
named by Meredith Meyers who settled on its banks in 1841. 

Laddonia, laid out by Amos Ladd and Col. Haydon in 
1871 and named for Amos Ladd, an early settler. 

Littleby Creek, named for an Englishman who settled 
on it in 1829. He built a cabin, where afterwards he was 
found torn and mutilated and it was supposed he was killed 
by wolves. 

Louter, Cuivre and Salt Creeks derive their names from 
the streams they form. 

Martinsburg, laid out in Jan. 1857 by William R. Martin, 
and named in his honor. He was a native of Ky., and settled 
near the townsite in 1854. 

Molino, named by W. R. Dudley from a list of names. 

Prairie township named from the fact that it was mainly 
composed of prairie lands. Wilson township was named for 
Daniel Wilson, an early settler in that township. Saling was 
named for a man not now known. 

Rowena, named for Dr. Samuel S. Rowe, who was a 
large land owner in the vicinity. 

Rush Hill, laid out by Reusch and Hill and the name was 
suggested from the combination of names of original owners. 
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Salt River, Louter and Cuivre townships were named 
from the streams. 

Skull Lick, so named because many skulls and human 
remains were found in a deer lick on its banks. 

Thompson, named for a pioneer family. 

Vandalia, laid out by Aaron McPike, Judge Cadwell, 
Amos Ladd and Col. Haden, in July, 1871. Named for the 
city in Illinois. 

Youngs' Creek derives its name from an early settler, 
Benjamin Young, who located on it in 1821. Young was a 
native of North Carolina, living for a time in Kentucky and 
Howard county, Missouri, before coming to Audrain. 

* * * * 

BARRY COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 5, 1835. Named in honor of William 
T. Barry of Kentucky, a member of President Jackson's 
cabinet as Postmaster General 1829-1835, the first appoint- 
ment to that office. Died Aug. 30, 1835, in Liverpool, while 
Minister to Spain. 

Cassville, county seat of Barry county. Under act of 
Feb. 1, 1839, the commissioners appointed to locate permanent 
seat of justice were Joseph Porter and Chesley Cannefax of 
Greene, and John Williams of Taney. They were ordered 
to meet at George M. Gibson's house on Spring River, Aug. 
1, 1839, and locate the seat of justice within six miles of the 
center of the county. On Aug. 1, 1839 Abel Landers was 
appointed commissioner in the place of C. Cannefax who 
failed to attend. Under act of Feb. 25, 1843, John W. 
Hancock, of Greene; James Wilson, of Newton; and Robert 
Taylor, of Dade, were appointed commissioners to locate 
permanent seat of justice, on Nov. 1, 1843, and later in No- 
vember, William Orr, of Dade; and Berry T. Parr, of Taney 
were appointed vice Hancock and Taylor, who failed to serve. 
On March 5, 1844 the county court appointed five commis- 
sioners to locate permanent seat of justice: W. Smith of Dade, 
L. Robertson and C. Cannefax of Greene, James Weems of 
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Newton, and E. J. Jarvis of Jasper. These commissioners 
located the county seat at Burtons and an election was held 
on the removal, but the county court held the election of no 
value and a second election was ordered. A majority fav- 
ored this place but the court referred or appealed the matter 
to the higher courts and it was held that the forty votes cast 
for and twenty-five against removal did not represent a 
majority of all the land or property holders in the county, 
and therefore there was no majority for removal. In June, 
1845 the court decided on a site and commissioners were 
appointed and ordered to survey and plat a town by the name 
of Cassville. N. and M. Richardson surveyed and platted 
the town June 30, 1845 under the direction of Levi H. Arnold, 
Commissioner, to sell lots. The county court named the town 
in honor of Lewis Cass, then Secretary of the Navy under 
President Tyler. 

Butterfield, platted for George Readman, of Edinburgh, 
Scotland, and acknowledged in the office of the Sheriff of 
Perthshire, September 14, 1883. He named the town for 
Butterfield, an officer of the R. R. Co. 

Cato, named for an old friendly Indian who was left 
behind by his tribe on Saline Creek. 

Exeter, laid out for George A. Purdy, September 29, 
1880. Named for town of same name in England. 

Flatcreek, named for the nature of the stream on which 
situated. 

Hailey, named for N. S. Hailey its first Postmaster. 
Jenkins, a family name. 
Leann, a family name. 
McDowell, a family name. 

Mayflower, named for the vessel that brought over the 
"Pilgrim Fathers." 

Mineral Spring, named from the character of its water. 

Monett, surveyed by F. W. Bond, for Monett Townsite 
Co., Sept. 12, 1887, and named for the general passenger 
agent of the N. Y. Cen. R. R. 

Pioneer, surveyed for L. E. Pritchett and by him named 
in honor of all early settlers. 
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Purdy, platted in 1880 and named for an enterprising 
citizen, George A. Purdy. 

Seligman, platted September 27, 1880 by the *RR. 

Co. and plat acknowledged by the company's president, 
E. F. Winslow. Named in honor of Mrs. Seligman, the wife 
of a banker, who made a liberal gift for building a church at 
this place. 

Shell Knob, so named because of the numerous fossil 
casts found in a nearby mound. 

Washburn, settled in 1840, named for Samuel Washburn, 
a pioneer who settled Washburn's prairie in 1828. 

♦ • • * 

BARTON COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 12, 1855. Named for David Barton, 
president of the constitutional convention of 1820, and U. S. 
Senator 1820 to 1831. Died in Boonville, Mo., September 
28, 1837. The first monument erected to his memory at 
his grave was of limestone and was removed to the University 
of Missouri campus at Columbia in 1899. 

Lamar, county seat of Barton county, laid out on land 
owned by George E. Ward and his son-in-law Joseph C. Parry, 
by the county court about 1856. Named by Mrs. George 
E. Ward, wife of one of the founders, in honor of President 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, of the Republic of Texas. 

Boston, named for the New England city. 

Golden City, originally laid off in 1867 but replatted 
April 6, 1870, by F. C. Brock. 

Iantha, platted July 25, 1881 by M. N. Wills of Lamar. 

Irwin, platted by James McCormick, February 9, 1884. 

Kenoma, platted Oct. 26, 1880 by Barnebas Boggess. 

Liberal, named to reflect the sentiment of its inhabitants. 
"We do not prescribe a belief for any one, nor do we measure 
a person by his faith. Every one is judged by his own stand- 
ard and manly worth." 

Milford, platted Nov. 15, 1869 by C. M. Wilcox. 

Mindenmines, platted April 19, 1883 by R. J. Tucker. 
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Nashville, platted by Thomas and Squire Baker Jan. 
28, 1869. A town of same name once laid out in Boone 
county, but later swept into the river. Named for the 
capital of Tennessee. 

Newport, laid out June 24, 1874 by Miles Boord. 

* * * * 

BATES COUNTY. 

Organized January 29, 1841. Named for Frederick 
Bates, second Governor of the State, who died Aug. 4, 1825, 
before the expiration of his term. Lieutenant Gov. W. H. 
Ashley, having resigned, Abraham J. Williams, of Columbia, 
president of the Senate, became governor until the special 
election in Sept. 1825, when John Miller was elected. 

Butler, county seat of Bates county, laid out in 1854 
and named in honor of William O. Butler of Kentucky, an 
officer in the Mexican war, and candidate for Vice President 
on Democratic ticket in 1848. 

Aaron, a family name. 

Adrian, named for the Roman Emperor, Hadrian or 
Adrian. 

Altona, named for a Prussian town near (all too near) 
Hamburg, which was just across the line in Germany. 

Amsterdam, named for the city in Holland. 

Foster, a family name. 

Hume, laid out in 1880 by Noah Little. 

Johnstown, surveyed by John Herbert in 1854 and name 
formed from his given name. 

Pleasant Gap, laid out by Joseph Smith, and so named 
by him because of its pleasant situation in a gap. 

Rich Hill, named for the rich land surrounding it. 

Rockville, laid out 1868 by William L. Hardesty and so 
named because in the vicinity are quarries of excellent white 
sandstone. 

Sprague, laid out by A. Blaker 1880, and named for 
Charles Sprague, a merchant. 

♦ * * * 
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BENTON COUNTY. 

Organized January 3, 1835. Named for Thomas Hart 
Benton, U. S. Senator from 1821 to 1851. Died April 10, 
1858. 

Warsaw, county seat of Benton county. By act Jan. 3, 
1835, John Fisher of Pettis, Thomas Kinsey of Rives and 
James McCutcheon of Morgan, were appointed commis- 
sioners to locate permanent seat of justice. They were 
directed to meet at the house of William White on Little 
Tebo, on the first Monday in April, 1835. These commis- 
sioners failed to act. By act of January 9, 1837, Bethel 
Allen of Pettis, Henry Avery of Rives, and Richard D. Brad- 
ley of Johnson were appointed commissioners to locate per- 
manent seat of justice and were directed to meet at the house 
of Markham Fristoe, near the Osage, on the second Monday 
of March, 1837. After some petitioning and a suit in court 
the county court appointed James Ramsey commissioner to 
sell lots. By order of the county court he engaged George 
Lewis, Deputy U. S. Surveyor, to ascertain the numbers of 
the land and Robert Wyatt surveyed a portion of it into 
lots Nov. 14, 1837. The plat was received, and on the first 
of Jan., 1838 the town was named "Warsaw" from the capital 
city of Poland. 

Bentonville, named for Thomas H. Benton. 

Cole Camp was named in honor of Stephen Cole or rather 
because this famous Indian fighter used to camp on the creek 
called Cole Camp creek on which the first post office in this 
vicinity was established. In 1857 Blakey and Brother laid 
out the town and the postoffice was moved, name and all. 
The first house in Cole Camp was built by Hosea Powers. 
He was moving west, without any plan as to where he should 
locate. Walking ahead of his teams, he came to the spot 
where Cole Camp now stands, and being pleased with the 
location, he at once determined to settle on it. He stopped 
his wagons, and being a surveyor, marked out his claim. 
He had been educated as a lawyer. In 1844 he was elected 
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to the State Senate to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Benjamin P. Majors, defeating Benjamin F. Robinson, 
of Versailles. (Lay.) 

Duren Creek, named in honor of Mannen Duren, who 
lived near its mouth. 

Edmonson, a family name. 

Edwards, a family name. 

Fristoe, named in honor of Judge Markham Fristoe, a 
member of the county court of Benton county and an early 
settler. 

Fristoe Twp. (See above.) 

Hastain, named in honor of Hastain, a family 

name. 

Hockman, a family name. 

Ionia, laid out in 1866 by Henry Pollard and named for 
the ancient country in Asia Minor, which is the name taken 
by many Masonic lodges, and the Ionic is an order of ar- 
chitecture. 

Lake Creek, so named from the stream near which 
situated which was so named because of the numerous sloughs 
and small lakes along it in an early day. 

Lincoln, settled by Wiley Vincent, and named for Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Nobby, name suggested by the "knobby" character of 
the surrounding country. 

Wisdom, a family name, named for A. J. Wisdom. 

* * ♦ * 

BOLLINGER COUNTY. 

Organized March 1, 1851. Named in honor of Maj. 
George F. Bollinger, an early settler and one time State 
Senator. 

Marble Hill, county seat of Bollinger county, was lo- 
cated by a commission to locate permanent seat of justice. 
By act of — 1851 David Ramsey, Isaac Chepherd, and J. J. 
Daugherty, were appointed commissioners. On December 
22, 1851 they laid out the town and called it "Dallas." Of 
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the site of the new town Joseph Baker owned 17 acres, Joseph 
Lutes owned 11 acres, David Crader owned 10 acres, and 
Thomas Hamilton owned 12^£ acres. In 1864 the name of 
the town was changed to Marble Hill, so named from its 
situation on a hill of the same name composed of marble. 

Buchanan, named for James Buchanan. 

Castor, named for the Castor River near which it is 
situated. The Castor River was so named because of the 
great number of beavers along it at an early day. From 
the Greek 'Kastor,' meaning 'beaver.' 

Greenbrier, named for the well known vine. 

Hahn, a family name. 

Laflin, a family name. 

Lutesville, laid out 1869 by Eli Lutz and in his honor 
named. 

Patton, a family name. 
Sturdivant, a family name. 

* * « » 

BOONE COUNTY. 

Organized November 16, 1820, and named for the old 
pioneer and Indian fighter, Daniel Boone, who died in St. 
Charles county, September 26, 1820. 

Columbia, county seat of Boone county, was laid out in 
1821. Land on which the first town plat of Columbia was 
located patented by the U. S. to Anderson Woods in 1817. 
In 1821 Lawrence Bass, David Jackson, John Gray and Jef- 
ferson Fulcher were appointed commissioners to locate a 
permanent seat of justice. A town company, called the 
Smithton Company, bought the land and the same year it 
was laid out by Peter Wright, surveyor. Named "Columbia" 
for patriotic reasons "for the queen of the world and the 
child of the skies." 

Ashland, named for the home of Henry Clay in Kentucky. 

Note: (There was a town named Ashland, from the 
ash timber on the land on which laid out, platted in 1852 by 
Col. Eli E. Ross, at the mouth of Fox Creek, on the banks of 
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the Merimec River, which was a real estate venture. Lots 
were sold to speculators, who were beguiled by an alluring 
prospectus, but no headway was made toward building up 
a town and in process of time the property was sold for 
taxes, although the place continued to have an existence on 
the map for some time. Enc. Hist, of Mo.) 

Brown's Station, laid out by Alfred Reise, W. A. Gooding 
and J. W. Hubbard who named it to perpetuate the name of 
Dr. Leonidas B. Brown. Made a post office in 1876. 

Centralia, laid out May, 1857 by Hon. James S. Rollins, 
M. G. Singleton, Thomas T. January and others and named 
from its central location on the North Mo. R. R. from St. 
Louis to Ottumwa, Iowa, and from the fact that it was lo- 
cated near the center of a vast prairie between Mexico and 
Huntsville, and between Columbia and Paris. 

Claysville, came into existence after the flood of 1844 
and named by admirers of Henry Clay in his honor. There 
was a town laid out by the Ramseys called Stonesport, 
named by them after Asa Stone but it was abandoned after 
the flood of 1844 and moved to higher ground, now Claysville. 

Dripping Spring, so named for a spring near by that 
drips from the rocks into a large branch which empties into 
Silver's Fork of Perche Creek. 

Easley, a family name. 

Hallsville, laid out in 1866, and named for Judge John 
W. Hall, a citizen and its first post master. 

Harrisburg, named in honor of John W. Harris. 

Hartsburg, named for Luther D. Hart, a pioneer. 

Huntsdale, named for William Bunch Hunt, land owner 
near by. 

McBaine, named in honor of Turner McBaine. 

Midway, so named because it is midway between Co- 
lumbia and Rocheport. 

Providence, settled by John Parker in 1844. 

Rocheport, laid out in 1825 on lands of Lemon Parker, 
Abraham Barnes, John Ward and William Gaw, by William 
Shields, surveyor. The name of the place was first intended 
to be Rock Port, but it was changed to Rocheport at the 
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instance, it is said, of a French missionary who was in the 
neighborhood. The name signifies a 'rocky port,' or 'port of 
rocks.' 

Rucker, named in honor of Maj. John F. Rucker. 

Sturgeon, laid out in 1856 by the Sturgeon Town Co. of 
which company John D. Patton, James F. Hicks, and Archie 
Wayne were trustees. The site was purchased from John 
Rockford, N. B. Banks and J. B. Smith. Named in honor 
of Isaac H. Sturgeon, then the superintendent of the North 
Mo. R. R. now a part of the Wabash system. 

Woodlandville, so named because the land was covered 
with wood, and in contradistinction to prairie. 
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HOW MISSOURI COUNTIES, TOWNS AND STREAMS 

WERE NAMED. 

DAVID W. EATON. 
Second Article. 

"0 Hermogenes, son of Hippomeus! there' is an old proverb that 
beautiful things are somehow beautiful to learn. Now the learning 
relating to names happens to be no small affair." 

— (Plato in Cratylus.) 

The history of the names of our towns, civil divisions and natural 
physical objects may be just as interesting to some as their history, 
chronicled in the ordinary way, may be to others. To any one interested 
in this subject the author asks that information be sent him of any name 
not appearing in these articles. Criticism of the names published is 
' also asked. To trace local names, has, on account of its great difficulty, 
led to some guessing. 'Truth comelh out of error', and it is hoped such 
names will invite discussion and more light will follow. Some names 
may never be correctly traced. It may occur to some reader to ask why 
worry over the names of places? If they serve their purpose why waste 
lime over themt That reminds me of the story of "The Little Dog and 
the Owl." 

"Of what are you thinking so hard?" said the Dog to the Owl. 

"I am speculating," answered the Owl, "whether the first Owl 
came out of an egg, or the first egg out of an Owl." 

"But that," urged Little Dog, "can never be known now." 

"You fool," retorted the Owl, "that is precisely what makes it 
such an interesting subject of meditation." 



BUCHANAN COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 10, 1839. Called for James Buchanan 
of Pennsylvania, who was attracting considerable attention 
at that time. Born in 1791, died June 1, 1868. "On page 
123, House Journal, Dec. 13, 1938, the House had under 
consideration the counties of Platte and DeKalb when John 
P. Morris of Howard moved to strike out the word 'DeKalb' 
and insert 'Buchanan.' The Journal added 'in honor of Hon. 
James Buchanan of Pennsylvania.' Mr. Morris' motion pre- 
vailed 46 to 39." (Switzler, Hist, of Mo.) 
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St. Joseph, county seat of Buchanan County, named 
for Joseph Robideaux, an early French trader and settler. 
Peter B. Fulkerson and Armstrong McClintock of Clinton 
county and Leonard Brassfield, of Clay county, were ap- 
pointed commissioners to locate permanent seat of justice, 
and they named the original site of the county seat "Benton," 
but the county court changed it to "Sparta" in 1840, and in 
1845 the seat of justice was moved to its present place in 
St. Joseph. 

Agency, a village in Buchanan county, which was for- 
merly the site of an agency of the Sac and Fox Indians. 
Platted in 1865 by Wm. B. Smith. 

DeKalb, platted by James G. Finch in 1839 and first 
called Bloomington, but name changed by act of Legislature, 
Feb. 28, 1851. Named for Baron DeKalb. 

East Atchison, across the river from and east of Atchison, 
Kansas, hence the name. 

Easton, village in Buchanan County, platted in 1854 by 
E. Don McCrary. 

Faucett, platted in 1890, and named for Robert Faucett, 
the miller. 

Frazer, a family name. 

Halls, named for Gov. Willard P. Hall. 

Rushville, laid out in 1847 by Perin Hudson and James 
Leachman, and so named for dense growth of rushes nearby. 

Saxton, named for Albe M. Saxton, who donated land 
for a depot. 

Wallace, laid out in 1872 and named for an officer of the 
railroad passing through the place. 

Willowbrook, named for a willow-bordered stream nearby. 

* * * * 

BUTLER COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 27, 1849, and act says: "To be called 
Butler County in honor of William O. Butler, of Kentucky," 
He was a General in the Mexican War, and candidate for 
Vice-President on Democrat ticket in 1848. 
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Poplar Bluff, county seat of Butler county. By act of 
the Legislature, John Stevens, of Cape Girardeau; Wm. 
Henly, of Stoddard; and Martin Handlin, of Ripley, were 
appointed commissioners to locate seat of justice, and ordered 
to meet. The last named died before any action was taken 
and the vacancy was filled by the appointment of John F. 
Martin, of Ripley. The commissioners selected 160 acres 
on the banks of the Black River that had not been entered 
by the government. The county court thereupon appointed 
Obadiah Epps, commissioner to receive small loans from 
individuals to raise a sum sufficient to pay for the land. 
Among the contributors to this fund were: T. C. Caton, 
S. R. Harviell and Allen McElmurry. The town was sur- 
veyed in 1850, named for the poplar timber that originally 
stood on "The Bluff." 

Harviell, named for S. R. Harviell. 

Hendrickson, settled by Danes, hence the name, for one 
of their number. 

Keener, a family name. 
Kerens, named for R. C. Kerens of St. Louis. 
Neelyville, named for family. 
Rombauer, named for Judge Rombauer. 
Taft, named for President Taft. 

* * * * 

CALDWELL COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 9, 1836. Named by Gen. Alexander W. 
Doniphan, who introduced the bill in the Legislature creating 
the county, after Mathew Caldwell, commander of Indian 
Scouts and a hunter of Kentucky. Joseph Doniphan, father 
of A. W. Doniphan, belonged to his company. Gen. Doni- 
phan was chiefly instrumental in having the county named in 
honor of his father's old comrade. 

Kingston, county seat of Caldwell county, was named 
for Judge Austin A. King, afterward Governor of the State. 
By act Dec. 16, 1842, George M. Dunn, of Ray; Littleberry 
Sublett, of Clay; Robert D. Ray, of Carroll; John Austin, of 
Livingston ; and Milford Donahoe, of Daviess, were appointed 
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commissioners to locate permanent seat of justice. Kingston 
was surveyed in 1843 for the owners, James Ramsey and 
William Hill, and Charles J. Hughes was appointed com- 
missioner to conduct the sale of lots. The land on which 
Kingston was originally located was entered by Abraham 
Coats and Roswell Stevens. The commission upon the re- 
quest of a large number of citizens named the town Kingston, 
as previously mentioned. 

Braymer, laid off in 1887 and named for Judge Daniel 
Braymer, a banker. 

Breckenridge, laid out in the fall of 1856, by Breckenridge 
Townsite Co., on land of Jerome B. Terrill, and named for 
John C. Breckenridge, Vice President of the United States. 

Cowgill, laid off in 1887 and named for Judge James 
Cowgill, a prominent citizen of the county. 

Hamilton, settled in 1855 and surveyed in that year 
for a town company, composed of Albert G. Davis and others, 
and named by Mr. Davis "partly in honor of Alexander 
Hamilton, and partly for Joseph Hamilton, a brilliant lawyer 
of olden times, and a gallant soldier who was killed under 
Gen. Harrison at the battle of the Thames, in Canada, 
Oct. 5, 1813, during the war with Great Britain." (See Hist. 
Caldwell Co., p. 346.) 

Kidder, laid out Aug. 3, 1866, by Geo. S. Harris for F. 
W. Hunnewell and Ed. L. Baker, trustees for Kidder Land 
Co., of Boston, and named for Henry P. Kidder, the head of 
the firm. 

Mirabile, a Latin word meaning "wonderful." 

Nettleton, laid out for Hunt, Godfrey and Co., of Han- 
nibal in 1868 and first named "Gomar," but name changed 
in 1870 by order of the county seat to "Nettleton" in honor 
of George H. Nettleton, a former superintendent of Hannibal 
& St. Joe R. R. 

Polo, "settled in fall of 1867 by Isaac Webb and George 
Wilkinson in the spring of 1868 and named in honor of a 
town of the same name in Illinois." (Hist. Cold. Co.) 
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CALLAWAY COUNTY. 

Organized Nov. 25, 1820. Named in honor of Captain 
James Callaway, a grandson of Daniel Boone, who was killed 
by Indians on a branch of the Loutrc, March 7, 1815. 

Fulton, county seat of Callaway county, was laid out 
on land of George Nichols in 1827. By an act of the Legis- 
lature Nov. 25, 1820, Henry Brite, Enoch Truitt, Wm. 
McLaughlin and James Nevins were appointed commission- 
ers to select a permanent seat of justice. James Nevens 
appears to have resigned and Samuel Miller was appointed 
in his stead. A site was selected and named "Elizabeth," 
after the wife of Henry Brite. Changes in county lines made 
a new site desirable by 1824. By act Dec. 25, 1824, James 
Talbott, of Montgomery; James W. Moss and James Mc- 
Clelland of Boone were appointed commissioners with full 
power to point out and fix upon the most eligible site, at or 
within two miles of the center of said county of Callaway 
and the place so pointed out was declared to be the permanent 
seat of justice of said county of Callaway. Henry Lay, 
Ezra Sitton and Hans Patton were appointed commissioners 
of court house and jail. Robert Dunlop, at whose house the 
commission was ordered to meet, suggested the name. Named 
in honor of Robert Fulton, who built the first steamboat to 
ply in American waters. 

Auxvasse, founded in 1871 by J. A. Harrison and laid 
out Oct. 22, 1873, by Thomas B. Harris. "At an early day, 
Lilburn W. Boggs, afterward Governor of the State, was 
traveling with a company of Frenchmen, and on arriving at 
the stream attempted to cross. In doing so some of the train 
mired and were extricated with the greatest difficulty. 
Hence the party named it "Riviere Auxvasse" — river with 
miry places." The French word "vasse" meaning "muddy" 
or miry. The town was named from the stream on which 
located. 

Calwood, the first store built by Nathaniel Robinson in 
1860. 
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Carrington, surveyed June 5, 1872, for Wm. Carrington, 
for whom named. 

Cedar City, laid out by David Kenney in 1870 and named 
from the cedar trees on the bluffs near it. 

Cedar Creek, in Callaway County and Cedar Island in 
the Missouri River, named by Lewis and Clark because 
cedar trees were abundant on banks and bluffs. 

Concord, laid out by John Henderson in May 18, 1837. 

Guthrie, named for Guthrie brothers, early settlers. 

Holts Summit, laid out by Timothy Holt, Sept. 7, 1870, 
and in his honor named. 

McCredie, a family name. 

Millersburg, laid out Oct. 15, 1829, by Thomas Miller, 
and named by him for Millersburg, Ky., as he stated. 

Mokane, town on the Mo., Kan. & E. RR., the name 
being a portion of each of these names. 

New Bloomfield, laid out in 1836 by Enoch Murray and 
named Bloomfield, but there being another town of that 
name "new" was prefixed. 

Portland, laid out in Sept., 1831, by John Yates and 
Eden Benson. 

Readsville, settled in 1856 by John A. Read and named 
in his honor. 

Shamrock, named for the national emblem of the Irish. 
Steedman, a family name. 
Stephens Store, named for proprietor. 
Williamsburg, laid out in Dec. 1, 1836, by B. G. D. 
Moxley, and named for Harvey Williams. 

* • * * 

CAMDEN COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 29, 1841, and named "Kinderhook," the 
residence of Martin Van Buren. On Feb. 23, 1843, the name 
was changed to Camden, in honor of Charles Pratt, Earl of 
Camden, High Lord Chancellor, an English statesman whose 
name was given to several counties in the United States 
because of this apposition in Parliament to the war for sub- 
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j ligation, and he was one of the ablest advocates of the un- 
constitutionality of "Taxation without representation." 

Linn Creek, county seat of Camden county, settled in 
1841 by Benjamin R. Abbott who opened a store there. 
First named "Oregon," then "Erie," and soon changed to 
present name. Named for creek on which situated and which 
was named for the many Linn trees that originally grew on 
its banks. 

Banister, a family name. 

Barnumton, name derived from family name of Barnum. 

Carver, name of first postmaster. 

Crittenden, named for Gov. T. T. Crittenden. 

Glaize, an abbreviation of Auglaize, the name of the 
stream on which located. A French phrase meaning "at the 
clay" or "at the loam" used descriptively. Named for 
stream. 

Hahatonka, named by Maj. Kellog when town was laid 
out at the beautiful springs at this place. From "Iha-ha," 
to smile, and "tonka," meaning "water." 

Macks Creek, so named for an early settler. 

Mosier, a family name. 

Nonsuch, named from the original name in England. 
This was a "sylvan palace built by Henry VIII, at a great 
expense, for his pleasure and retirement, combined elegance, 
with all that magnificence could bestow. It was adorned 
with many statues and casts, and situated in the midst of 
parks full of deer, delicious gardens, groves ornamented 
with trellis works, cabinets of verdure, with many columns 
and pyramids of marble, and two fountains of great beauty.*** 
It was situated near Ewel, in Surry, and has long since been 
demolished." (Strickland's Elizabeth, p. 158.) 

Osage Iron Works, named for iron furnace situated here. 

Purvis, named in honor of the Purvis family, pioneers. 

Roach, named in honor of a family of that name that 
were early settlers. 

♦ * ♦ ♦ 
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CAPE GIRARDEAU COUNTY. 

One of the five districts into which Missouri was divided 
in 1804. On Oct. 1, 1812, it was organized into a county by 
proclamation; was reduced to its present limits March 5, 
1849. Named for town located within its limits. The name 
is derived from that of Ensign Sieur Girardah, or De Girardot, 
who from 1704 to 1720 was stationed with the royal troops 
of France at Kaskaskia, and after resigning his position in 
the army became a successful trader with the Indians in the 
territory in and adjacent to the county, and whose trading 
post was situated at Big Bend at upper end of present town 
of Cape Girardeau. 

Jackson, county seat of Cape Girardeau county. Platted 
in 1815 on land purchased by commissioners from William 
H. Ashley. Aug. 13, 1813, John Davis, John Shepherd, 
Samuel G. Dunn, Abraham Byrd and Benjamin Shell ap- 
pointed commissioners to select permanent seat of justice. 
"Its selection as county seat was a severe blow at the time 
to Cape Girardeau, which was the original county seat." 
Named for Major-General Jackson, who was just at this time 
becoming prominent. 

Allenville, platted in 1869 and named for Thomas Allen, 
at the time president of the Iron Mountain and San Fran- 
cisco R. R. 

Appleton, situated on Apple Creek, hence the name, was 
settled in 1824 by John McLane and John Scholtz. 

Arnsberg, named by its inhabitants for Arnsberg in 
Westphalia, Prussia. 

Blomeyer, a German family name. 

Bowman, a family name. 

Cape Girardeau, surveyed in 1806 by Bartholomew 
Cousin under the direction of the proprietor, Louis Lorimer, 
who settled here in 1793. Named in honor of original white 
trader located here, De Girardot. (See county for history.) 

Pocahontas, so named for the Indian maiden of fame in 
the early settlement of Jamestown, Va. 

* * * * 
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CARROLL COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 2, 1833. "To be called and known by 
the name of Carroll county, in honor of Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton." At the time of its organization by the legisla- 
ture just before the passage of the bill the news of the death 
of Carroll, the last surviving signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, had reached Jefferson City and a proposition 
was immediately made to call the new county, Carroll. It 
was unanimously carried. (See Wakenda.) 

Carrollton, county seat of Carroll county, was named 
for the estate of Charles Carroll. John Morse, Felix Redding 
and Elias Guthrie of Chariton county were appointed a 
commission to select site for the county seat. 

Bogard, was first known as Bogard's Mound, a large 
Indian mound being near by. A family name. 

Bosworth, laid out in 1888 and named for settler. 

DeWitt, named for DeWitt Clinton, former Governor 
of New York. 

Hale, laid out in 1833 and named for John P. Hale of 
Carrollton. 

Miami Station, so named because it is the railroad 
station for the town of Miami in Saline county. 

Norborne, laid out in 1868, named for family. 

Wakenda, town and creek of same name, meaning in 
the Indian language "God's River" on account of the abund- 
ance of game on its banks and fish in the stream. Wakenda 
was the first proposed name for Carroll county, and was 
changed at last moment before passing of the bill organizing 
it. (See Carroll.) 

* * * * 

CARTER COUNTY. 

Organized March 10, 1859, and named for Zimri A. Carter, 
a pioneer citizen. 

Van Buren, county seat of Carter county, named for 
President Van Buren. 
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Barren, named after the "Barrens" in Kentucky, a name 
given to level lands covered with brush and small timber. 
Clinton, a family name. 

Fremont, named for the "Pathfinder," John C. Fremont. 
Fremont was a son-in-law of Thomas H. Benton. When 
Fremont became a candidate for President in 1S56, Benton 
took the stump against him. 

* * * • 

CASS COUNTY. 

Organized Sept. 14, 1835, and first called VanBuren; 
changed to Cass by act of Legislature February 19, 1849, in 
honor of Lewis Cass, then U. S. Senator from Michigan. 

Harrisonville, county seat of Cass county, was laid out 
in 1837 upon lands donated to Cass county by act of Congress 
for county purposes. Hon. Albert G. Harrison, congress- 
man at large from Missouri was instrumental in getting this 
land grant, and for him named. 

Belton, platted in 1871 by W. H. Colburn and G. W. 
Scott. 

Drexel, named for one of the proprietors of the pioneer 
store at this place. 

East Lynn, platted in 1871 by Daniel K. Hall and Noah 
M. Given. 

Gunn City, platted in 1871 by Levers and Bunce, and 
named for O. B. Gunn, one time chief engineer of M., K. and 
T. Railroad. 

Peculiar. When a petition for a post office at this place 
was sent to Washington it was returned because the name 
suggested was already in use, and the next name was also, 
and a third, when the department suggested that they pick 
out a name that was peculiar, and this suggested the name 
that was returned and accepted by the department. 

Pleasant Hill, so named for its pleasant situation on an 
elevated prairie. 

Raymore, named for two railroad men of St. Louis, 
Messrs. Ray and Moore. 
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Strasburg, settled by Germans and named by them for 
Strasburg, in Alsace. 

Westline, platted in 1870 by James F. Beard and others 
and so named from its situation near the west line of the 
county and state. 

* * ♦ * 

CEDAR COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 14, 1845, and named for the principal 
stream through the county, on the bluff of which cedar trees 
are plentiful. The stream was also named for this reason. 

Stockton, county seat of Cedar county, platted in 1846 
and originally called Lancaster. Commission to locate seat 
were William W. Smith, of Polk; Jonathan T. Berry, of 
Henry, and James Blankenship of Benton. In 1847 the name 
was changed to Fremont in honor of the "Pathfinder," but 
in 1856 Gen. Fremont became the Republican candidate for 
President, and the following winter the Democratic legisla- 
ture changed the name to Stockton, in honor of Commodore 
Richard Stockton, of the Navy, who had arrested Fremont 
during the Mexican war and sought to have him disgraced. 

Caplinger Mills, was settled in 1849 by Samuel Cap- 
linger, who built the first mills at this place and named for 
him. 

Eldorado Springs, platted in 1881 by H. N. and W. P. 
Cruce. Named Eldorado, in Spanish meaning "The Golden," 
and noted for its medical springs. 

Jerico Springs, platted in 1882, and the name is a com- 
bination of the name of the ancient town of Jericho with the 
name of Joseph B. Carrico, a former owner of the tract of 
land on which the original town was built. 

Pleasant View, so named for its situation. 

* » * * 
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CHARITON COUNTY. 

Organized Nov. 16, 1820. The first settlers were French 
fur traders who located near the mouth of the Chariton River, 
from which the county takes its name. The river was named 
in honor of John Chariton, the leader of the French fur traders. 
The name has undergone many changes, like many other 
French names, having appeared as Charleton, Charlatan, 
Chariton, Charleton, Chareton, and Charlotte; the form 
Chariton has now become fixed. 

Keytesville, county seat of Chariton county, named for 
Rev. James Keytes, of England, an early settler. The 
commission appointed to locate the seat of justice, by the 
legislature consisted of Richard Woodson, Lawson Dunning- 
ton, Hiram Craig, William Pierce and Baylor Banks. 

Brunswick, named for Brunswick Terrace in England, 
the former home of the founder, Rev. James Keytes. Bruns- 
wick — Brunos' Village, from "Wick" — Village. 

Bynumville, named for Dr. Joseph Bynum, an early 
settler. 

Cunningham, named for Dr. John F. Cunningham, of 
Brunswick, Mo. 

Dalton, laid out in 1863 by William Dalton, an early 
settler, and in his honor named. 

Doxey's Fork, named for John Doxey. 

Forest Green, laid out by and named for John G. Forest 
in 1873. 

Mendon, laid out in 1871 by Christopher Shupe. 

Rothville, laid out in 1883 by John Roth, a pioneer, and 
for him named. 

Salisbury, located by Judge Lucian Salisbury and for 
him named. 

Shannondale, laid out by Charles Shannon in 1874 and 
for him named. 

Summer, laid out in June, 1882. 

Triplett, named for J. E. M. Triplett. Surveyed in 1868 
by him and L. A. Cunningham. 

Triplett Township, named for J. E. M. Triplett. 
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Westville, named for Dr. William S. West, the first post- 
master. 

Wien, named for Wien, Germany. Wien-Vienna. 

* * * * 

CHRISTIAN COUNTY. 

Organized March 8, 1860. Named in honor of Col. 
William Christian, a Revolutionary patriot, of Christian 
county, Ky. Killed by Indians in April, 1786. 

Ozark, county seat of Christian county, named from the 
mountains in which it is situated. 

Billings, laid out in 1872 and named for a capitalist, Mr. 
Billings, who gave $1000 to the Union Church to have the 
place named for him. 

Chadwick, named for a Frisco Railroad official. 

Eaudevie, from Eau — water and de vie — life, hence "water 
of life" or "brandy. 1 ' 

Kenton, laid out in 1847 by William Friend, and named 
for a settler from Tennessee. 

* * * * 

CLARK COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 16, 1836. Named for William Clark, 
governor of Missouri Territory and a party of the expedition 
1804-1806 of Lewis and Clark to the Pacific Ocean. Died 
Sept. 1, 1838. 

Kahoka, county seat of Clark county, laid out in 1851 
by Messrs. William W. Johnson, Moses F. Clawson, and 
Wilier C. Duer, and in 1865 was made the county seat. By 
act Dec. 16, 1836, James Armstrong and Walter Briscoe, of 
Lewis, and John W. Long, of Shelby, were appointed com- 
missioners to locate county seat. They were to meet at the 
house of Obadiah Colly, on the last Monday in March, 1836, 
but not being properly informed as to the date, two of them, 
Armstrong and Brisco, met one week too soon and their 
report was rejected. The county court then appointed 
Stephen Cleaver, of Ralls; Obadiah Dickerson, of Shelby; 
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and Micajah J. Noys, of Pike, as commissioners. They 
selected the site at Waterloo. Samuel D. South was ap- 
pointed commissioner to lay out and sell lots. July 7, 1847, 
a petition was presented to the county court to remove the 
county seat from Waterloo to Alexandria, and the court ap- 
pointed Stanton Buckner, William Carson, William Ellis, 
James M. Lillard, and John Mattingly commissioners. The 
removal was approved by a majority vote, and James S. 
Henning was appointed commissioner. It was afterward 
moved back to Waterloo and in 1865 to Kahoka. Named 
from the division of the Illinois tribe of Indians by that 
name, who were commonly called Kahokia.(French-Kaoukia). 
The Indian word is "Gawalria"— "the lean ones." 

Alexandria, first settled by a Mississippi ferryman who 
built a cabin in the winter of 1824-1825. Originally sur- 
veyed by Francis Church, Sept. 1833, and first called Church- 
ville. In April 1839, J. W. S. and L. B. Mitchell platted an 
addition and called it Alexandria, and the name of the town 
was changed to Alexandria, in honor of the first ferryman. 

Ashton, surveyed Nov. 1833, by Phillip Showalter, and 
named for settler. 

Athens, laid out Nov. 21, 1844, by Isaac Gray and named 
for the ancient city of Greece. 

Luray, laid out Oct. 26, 1837, by George Combs and 
Robert A. Stark. 

St. Francisville, laid out in 1833 and plat filed April 9, 
1834, by Francis Church and William Clark, and name 
formed by prefixing St. to the given name of Church. 

Wayland, laid out March 16, 1880, by Gerbard M. Cooper 
and named for Jerre Wayland, a pioneer. 

Wyaconda, laid out by Santa Fe Loan and Land Co., 
Jan. 9, 1888, and named from stream. 

Wyaconda Creek, named for a tradition among the Sioux 
which established the belief in the nation that their deity, 
"Wyaconda," had taken up his abode at the mouth of this 
stream. 

* * * * 
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CLAY COUNTY. 

Organized January 2, 1822, and named for Henry Clay 
of Kentucky. Died June 29, 1852. 

Liberty, county seat of Clay county, was selected as 
county seat by John Hutchins, Henry Estes, Enos Vaughn, 
Wyatt Atkins and John Poor, commissioners. John Owens 
and Charles McGee donated the land for public uses and on 
July 4, 1822 the first lots were sold. 

Holt, named for Jerre A. Holt, from North Carolina who 
settled in the vicinity in 1837 and on whose land the town 
was established. 

Kearney, laid out in 1867 by John Lawrence and named 
for Gen. Stephen W. Kearney, or rather for Fort Kearney, 
where Lawrence lived. 

Linden, so named for the number of Linn trees originally 
growing there. There was an older town, once the county 
seat of Atchison county, that was named for the same reason. 

Mosby, named for Hon. William Wallace Mosby, M. D., 
a citizen of Ray county and one time State Senator. 

Smithville, named for Humphrey Smith, the first settler, 
locally known as "Yankee Smith" who located on Smith 
Fork in 1822. Here he built a dam and constructed a mill 
of round, unhewn white oak logs. A pair of 2^-foot mill- 
stones were cut from what was called "lost rock" or boulders. 

* * * * 

CLINTON COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 2, 1833. "To be known and called by 
the name of Clinton, in honor of DeWitt Clinton, of New 
York." (Laws of Mo.) Clinton died Feb. 11, 1828. 

Plattsburg, county seat of Clinton county, first called 
Springfield, but by act of legislature Jan. 10, 1835 the name 
was changed to Plattsburg in honor of the home town of 
DeWitt Clinton, of New York. 

Cameron, laid out in 1855 by the original owners, E. M. 
Samuels, S. McCorkle, B. H. Mathews and F. M. Tiernan 
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and named for Judge Elisha Cameron, of Clay county, who 
was the father of Mrs. McCorkle. 

Gower, laid out in 1870 by Daniel Smith, and named 
for A. G. Gower, division superintendent of the Railroad at 
this place at the time. 

Grayson, laid out in 1871, on land owned by H. B. Baker 
and called after the maiden name of his wife. 

Lathrop, laid out in 1857 by J. S. Harris, land commis- 
sioner of the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad, and named 
for the township in which located, which had been named 
for an early settler. 

* * * * 

COLE COUNTY. 

Organized Nov. 16, 1820. Named for Captain Stephen 
Cole, an Indian fighter and pioneer settler, who built Cole's 
Fort near Boonville. 

Jefferson City, county seat of Cole county and Capital 
of the State of Missouri, was laid out into lots in 1822 by 
Maj. Elias Barcroft, appointed surveyor for this work by 
the Governor, under the superintendence of the commis- 
sioners appointed to locate the Capital. The first com- 
missioners of Cole county to locate the county seat were 
William Weir, Jason Harrison, Wm. Howard of Moniteau 
Creek, John English and Isaac Stephens. Marion was 
selected as the county seat. January 21, 1829, by act of 
legislature, Samuel Crow, John Scruggs and Martin D. 
Noland were appointed commissioners for removal of county 
seat and Jefferson City was selected. 

By act of the First General Assembly, John Thornton 
of Howard, Robert G. Watson of New Madrid, John G. 
White, of Pike, James Logan of Wayne, and Jesse B. Boone 
of Montgomery, were appointed a commission to select a 
site for the State Capital. Jesse Boone dying before the 
commission met, his brother, Daniel M. Boone, of Gasconade, 
was appointed in his stead. These commissioners were 
allowed four dollars per day for their services. Governor 
McNair rejected the bill believing the allowance too high, 



Digitized by Google 



HOW MO. COUNTIES, TOWNS & STREAMS WERE NAMED. 279 

but the legislature passed the bill, limiting the time of their 
service to twenty-five days. When their selection was made 
and their report returned another act was passed, Dec. 31, 
1821, approving the selection made by the commission and 
the permanent seat of government for the State was located 
on the south bank of the Missouri River on four certain 
sections of land specified by that act. 

In the "Missourian," published at St. Charles, Mo., 
then the temporary capital, on Thursday, Jan. 17, 1822, 
there appeared the following: "City of Jefferson." "The 
legislature have at length given the permanent seat of govern- 
ment of this State, a local liabitation and a name. It is to be 
fixed at the mouth of Wier's Creek, on the south side of the 
Missouri, a few miles above the mouth of the Osage River, 
and it is called the City of Jefferson, in honor of the late 
President Jefferson, whose treaty bound us to the Union." 

In "Niles* Register," published in Baltimore, Md., and 
having a nation wide circulation at that time, was contained 
the following, (Feb. 23, 1822, p. 416): "The Legislature of 
Missouri has named the permanent seat of Government of 
the State, the City of Jefferson, in honor of Thomas Jefferson, 
under whose presidency, the territory which forms the present 
State of Missouri, was added to the Union." 

Centertown, so named because near the geographic center 
of the State. 

Elston, a family name. A. M. Elston was a member of 
the legislature from Cole county in 1838. 

Henley, named for William Henley, on whose land the 
town was built. 

Lohman, named for Henry Lohman, a resident of Jefferson 
City. 

Marion, the original county seat of Cole County, and 
named for "the swamp fox." 

Osage Bluff, from bluffs along the river. 

Osage City, situated at mouth of Osage River and named 
for river. 

* * * * 
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COOPER COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 17, 1818. Named for Sarshell Cooper, 
who was killed by an Indian in Cooper's Fort opposite Arrow 
Rock and near the present site of Boonsboro, Howard County, 
on the night of April 14, 1814. One wall of Cooper's log . 
cabin formed a part of the wall of the Fort. The Indians 
stealthily, in a rain or snow storm, removed a part of the 
chinking, and through the opening, shot Cooper while sitting 
by the fire with a child on his lap. The child was uninjured. 
Mr. Cooper was the grandfather of former Senator Stephen 
Cooper, who now resides in Howard county. (Switzler.) 

Boonville, county seat of Cooper county, was located 
by a commission appointed by the legislature Dec. 17, 1818, 
and Abel Owens, William Wear, Charles Canole, Luke Wil- 
liams and Julius Emmons were appointed. The town was 
surveyed by William Ross on land owned by Asa Morgan of 
the United States Army, and Charles Lucas, of St. Louis, 
which had been purchased from Mrs. Hannah Cole. The 
plat was filed Aug. 1, 1817. Morgan lived in old Franklin 
and died there in 1821. Lucas was a lawyer of St. Louis and 
was killed by Thomas H. Benton in 1817, eight weeks after 
the town of Boonville was established. Named for the 
pioneer, Daniel Boone. 

Blackwater, named for stream of same name. Stream 
named for the character of its banks and water. 

Bunceton, laid out in 1868 and named for Harvey Bunce, 
one of the early residents of the county. 

Byberry, located by a stockman and farmer, Mr. Berry, 
and so named for him. 

Clifton, first settled in 1832 by George Cranmer, who 
with James H. Glasgow built the first mill here known 
as Cranmer's mill, until Mr. Cranmer had the name changed 
to "Clifton." 

Harriston, located in 1873 by Dr. N. W. Harris, and in 
his honor named. 

Lamine, named for river. The river was named by 
Renaudiere "Riviere a la Mine," in 1723. In 1720 Philip 
Renault, Director General of mines of the French colonies 



Digitized by Google 



HOW MO. COUNTIES, TOWNS & STREAMS WERE NAMED. 281 

in America, sent prospecting parties into the territory west 
of the Mississippi to seek gold and silver. This party under 
Renaudiere discovered lead in 1723 and LaMine or Lamine 
is a contraction of the original French name. 

Otterville, laid out in 1837 and first called Elkton. The 
present town was laid out by W. G. Wear in 1854. So named 
from the great number of otters originally found on a creek 
of the same name which flows by this place. 

Overton, a family name. 

Pilot Grove, laid out in 1873 on land owned by Samuel 
Roe. In 1836 the government located a post office here by 
that name. The name came "from an ancient grove of 
hickory trees, located upon the high prairie in the vicinity. 
In early days, before well defined trails or roads had been 
marked out, this grove served as a "pilot" to persons travelling 
from Boonville and old Franklin to points in the southwest. 
The town was regularly surveyed in 1873 by W. W. Trent, 
of Boonville." 

Prairie Home, so named for its pleasant situation on a 
beautiful prairie. 

Speed, a family name. 

Wooldridge, named for Dr. Wooldridge, on whose land 
the town was built. 

* * * * 

CRAWFORD COUNTY. 

Organized by act of Jan. 29, 1829, and named for 
William H. Crawford, who was a candidate for President 
in 1824. He was from Georgia and died in 1834. 

Steelville, county seat of Crawford county, was located 
by a commission after several other attempts had failed. 
By act of Jan. 23, 1829, John Stanton, of Franklin; James 
Dunica, of Cole; and Hugh Barclay, of Gasconade, were 
made commissioners to select site for county seat. It appears 
they did not act for on Feb. 13, 1833, the legislature author- 
ized the county court to select a suitable place for permanent 
seat of justice as "near the center of population of said county 
as circumstances will permit." On March 10, 1835, another 
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commission was appointed, Chas. Springer, of Washington; 
William Spencer, of Franklin ; and Thomas Caulk, of Pulaski. 
James Steel was as commissioner and he resigned 

June 1, 1836, and Simon Frost was appointed, and he was 
ordered by the county court to lay out the town. James 
Steel entered 40 acres of land on which was the original 
townsite. He sold it to the County Court for $50.00, on 
December 16, 1835, and the court named the town in his 
honor. He was a bachelor and the first storekeeper in the 
town. 

Bourbon, named for an old post office in the vicinity 
which had been named for a brand of whiskey. 

Cuba, laid out and surveyed Dec. 1857, by M. W. Trask 
and W. H. Furguson. The nearest settler to the town was 
George Monroe Jamison, who had a post office named for 
his wife, "Amanda," but when the town was laid out on the 
railroad he moved his office to the new town and had the 
name changed to Cuba. 

Leasburg, laid out in 1859 and named for Samuel Lea, 
the first resident. 

* * * * 

DADE COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 29, 1841. Named for Francis L. Dade, 
a Major in the Seminole War and a resident of the county. 

Greenfield, county seat of Dade county. By act of 
Jan. 29, 1841, Josiah McCrary, of Barry; William Caulfield, 
of Greene; and Winifred Owens of Polk, were appointed com- 
missioners to select site for county seat, and were instructed 
to meet the second Monday in April, 1841, at the house of 
William Penn. The site selected was on lands of Mathias 
H. Allison and deeded to the county April 14, 1841. Name 
suggested by name of Caulfield of Greene county, or "Green- 
field." 

Areola, means "little bridge" from "arcula." It is the 
name of a town near Verona in Italy, the scene of Napoleon's 
victory over the Austrians in 1796. 



HOW MO. COUNTIES, TOWNS & STREAMS WERE NAMED. 283 



Cedarville, platted by Stanley and Thurman, Mar. 16, 
1869, and named from Cedar creek on which it is located. 

Dadeville, first settled in 184- by a Mr. Johnson and 
named from county in which located. 

Everton, platted in February, 1881, by Ralph Walker, 
the original owner of the site. 

Lockwood, platted in March, 1881, by W. J. Davis. 

Pennsboro, named for Judge William Penn, a pioneer. 

* * * * 

DALLAS COUNTY. 

4 

Organized Dec. 10, 1844, as "Niangua County" and 
Dec. 16, 1844, name changed to Dallas in honor of George 
M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, who had recently been elected 
Vice President. 

Buffalo, county seat of Dallas county. It was named 
by Joseph F. Miles, when laid out in 1854 for his birthplace, 
Buffalo, N. Y. f and the name was also suggested by the 
fact that the prairie on which located was known as "Buffalo 
Head Prairie." This name from the fact that a party of 
hunters, among whom was Samuel Griggsby, found on the 
prairie a skeleton head of a buffalo and placing it on a stake 
it became a noted landmark for hunters, travellers and im- 
migrants. Miles was an Irishman and a bachelor, who 
first settled on the town site. In Appleton's Handbook of 
Northern travel, published in 1867, on a map of the western 
states, evidently out of date, there is marked at a crossroads 
where the town of Buffalo now stands, "Buffalo Head." 

Tilden, named for Samuel J. Tilden, candidate for 
President in 1876. 

* * * * 

DAVIESS COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 29, 1836. "To be called the county of 
Daviess, in honor of Col. Joseph H. Daviess, who fell in the 
battle of Tippecanoe." Daviess was from Kentucky, and 
was killed Nov. 7, 1811. 
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Gallatin, county seat of Daviess county, was laid out 
by a commission consisting of Joseph Baxter, of Clay; Cor- 
nelius Gilliam, of Clinton and William W. Mauzee, of Ray. 
Named for Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury under 
President Thomas Jefferson. 

Altamont, means "High Mountain." So named be- 
cause of its elevation of 1002 feet at the railroad depot. 

* * * * 

DEKALB COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 25, 1845. Named for Baron John De- 
Kalb, a Frenchman of Revolutionary fame, who was killed 
in the battle of Camden in 1780. 

Maysville, county seat of DeKalb county. By act 
Feb. 25, 1845, Henry Brown, of Andrew; Martin M. Nagle, of 
Clinton; and Peter Price of Daviess were commissioners to 
locate seat of justice. Maysville was located and surveyed 
by G. W. McPherson the same year. 

Osborn, laid out by the Hannibal and St. Joseph Rail- 
road, and named for Col. William Osborn, of Waterville, 
N. Y. 

Stewartsville, laid out in 1854 and named for Robert M. 
Stewart, one of the prime leaders as builders of the Han- 
nibal and St. Joseph Railroad, and in 1857 elected as Gov- 
ernor of the State. 

Weatherby, laid out in 1885, and named for Dr. L. H. 
Weatherby, a prominent physician of Maysville. 

* * * * 



CORRECTIONS. 

AUDRAIN COUNTY. 

Col. R. M. White, editor of the Mexico, (Mo.) Ledger, inserted 
in his paper of May 22, 1916, the following correction relating to 
Audrain County names. Similar comments are invited on this 
subject of the origin of Missouri names: 

The statement published, that "Laddonia was named after 
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Amos Ladd, formerly a big property owner of Mexico, Mo.," is only 
partly true. The town was named after Mr. Ladd and his wife, 
whose name was Onia. The first part was after Mr. Ladd, and the 
latter part after his wife, making the name complete "Laddonia." 

****** 

BATES COUNTY. 

Following additions and corrections relating to Bates County 
names were printed in the Bates County Democrat, Butler, Missouri, 
on May 18, by the editor, Sam. W. Davis: 

Adrian was founded in 1880 and was named for the Michigan 
town of the same name by persons coming from that place. 

Ballard was named for Hon. J. N. Ballard, presiding judge of 
the county court and afterward a state senator. 

Burdett was named after Hon. S. S. Burdett of Osceola, a mem- 
ber of Congress from 1866 to 1870. 

Culver was named for A. H. Culver, then a merchant in the 
small village and now a Butler hustler and secretary of the Com- 
mercial Club. 

Elkhart was named for Elkhart, Indiana. 

Foster was named for Hon. Charles Foster, a former governor 
of Ohio. 

Hudson was named after Henry Hudson. 

Maysburg was named for J. M. Mayes, a well known citizen of 
Mingo township. 

Merwin was named after James G. Merwin, a promoter of the 
present Kansas City Southern Railway, then known as the Kansas 
City, Pittsburg and Gulf. 

New Home was named by Judge S. F. Hawkins, a pioneer set- 
tler from Kentucky. 

Nyhart was named for Noah Nyhart, a pioneer citizen of Bates 
county. 

Papinville was named for Mellicourt Papin, a St. Louis fur 
trader. 

Passaic was named for the town of the same name in New 
Jersey. 

Prairie City was so named because of the beautiful prairies sur- 
rounding it. 

Spruce was named after Spruce township. 

Virginia was named in honor of the State of Virginia, because 
many of the residents were from the old state. 

Worland was named after a druggist who went to Kansas to 
evade prosecution for violations of the liquor laws. He ran a drug 
store on the site of the town. 

(Note: The Bales County Democrat also thought that Bates 
County was probably named in honor of Edward Bates. There is 
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only one authority to support this statement. This is found on 
pages 782-783 of the History of Bates and Cass Counties, published 
by the National Historical Company of St. Joseph, 1883. Since 
this authority does not give any evidence for its statement in favor 
of Edward Bates, and since many equally good authorities favor 
Frederick Bates, the presumption still is in favor of Mr. Eaton's 
contention, that Bates county was named in honor of Frederick 
Bates. Moreover, it is improbable that the Democratic legislature 
of Missouri of 1840-1841 would name a county in honor of such a 
prominent Whig leader as Edward Bates.) 

♦ • * * 

BOONE COUNTY. 

Hon. John W. Jacks, editor of the Montgomery Standard, of 
Montgomery City, Missouri, writes under date of May 19, 1916, the 
following corrections on Boone county names. The Review ap- 
preciates this information. 
Dear Sir: 

"Referring to the article in The Historical Review regarding 
the names of towns, etc., in Boone county. 

I lived in Sturgeon when that township company was in ex- 
istence. The names of some of the men are not correct. John D. 
Patton should be "James D." Everybody there called him "Jim." 
John Rockford should be John Rochford, an H. instead of K. The 
widow McComas in Sturgeon is a daughter of John Rochford. 
N. B. Banks should be N. B. Burks. His name was Napoleon 
Bonaparte, and everybody called him "Nip" Burks. Mr. Patton 
died in Sturgeon some years ago, and Mr. Burks died in Fresno, 
California, a few years since. I thought perhaps you would like to 
have these names correct." 

Very truly, 

(Signed) John W. Jaoks. 

* • • • 

The Centralia Fireside Guard of May 26, 1916, contained the 
following additional information in regard to Boone County names: 

A BIT OF BOONE HISTORY. 

We published an account last week of how the towns of the 
county got their names and we said the Lord only knew how Whoop- 
up and Gallups Mills got their names. We have found out the ori- 
gin of Whoopup. 

In 1844 the big flood destroyed the old town of Nashville on 
the Missouri bottoms and afterward the Baptists and Methodists 
built Nashville church up on the ridge and it was called Nashville 
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or Dry Ridge Church. In time a co-operative store was built and 
other little industries oame. The co-operative store was not highly 
successful nor large capitalized so it did not pay. The stockholders 
got hold of J. Q. Roddy (a brother to our R. A. Roddy) to come 
and take charge of the store and pull them out of the hole, telling 
him if he would get the original capital back for them he could have 
the store. Mr. Roddy got busy and started trade coming his way. 
It was just called "the store at Dry Ridge" by the natives. One 
day the proprietor and his clerks were busy wrapping up goods and 
people who crowded the store were all clamoring to be waited on 
next, some man came in and said, "what is the name of this town? 
this is like a town store and it ought to have a name." Mr. Roddy 
was tying up a large bundle and he said, "whoopup, whoopup, that's 
the name of this store, Whoopup." So it went by that name for a 
long: time until the postoffice was established there and they wanted 
a more dignified name. A young fellow by the name of Sapp was 
teaching school in the district, and as his name was not an ordinary 
one, was short and easy to say, they called the place Sapp, and it 
goes by that name today. 

Well, to complete the story, J. O. Roddy paid the stockholders 
their money invested and they turned the store over to him and he 
made money out of it. 

Gallup' s Mill was so named after the old miller there who ran 
a grist mill for many years at the place. It was destroyed by fire 
in the 80s, if we mistake not, and was rebuilt. 
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HOW MISSOURI COUNTIES, TOWNS AND STREAMS 

WERE NAMED. 

David W. Eaton. 
Third Article. 

In Missouri streams not large enough to be navigable are called 
"Creeks." This was not the original usage of the term, and such 
streams in some eastern stales are called brooks, runs and rivulets 
or rills. "Creek" originally meant the tidal inlet at the mouth of 
a small river or brook, and the term is so used in England to this day. 
It was a place where vessels might anchor with safety, and this idea 
is expressed in the Bible in connection with Paul's shipwreck. Acts 
£7.89. "And when it was day they knew not the land, but they dis- 
covered a certain creek with a shore into which they were minded, if 
it were possible, to thrust the ship." This is the sense in which the 
word "creek" is applied to the numerous tidal inlets in eastern Mary- 
land and Virginia. Afterwards the settlers extended the name to 
the brook or stream emptying into them, and afterward this same term 
was attached to other streams, altogether inland. Thus, Popes' 
Creek in Westmoreland, Va., on which George Washington was 
born, is a tidal inlet and not a stream in the sense Missourians use 
the term. Monroe's Creek, on which President Monroe was born, 
was a similar tidal inlet, the stream emptying into it being so insignifi- 
cant as to be almost lost in the alders and willows bordering its banks. 

In the spelling of names, the postal authorities have been fol- 
lowed, and they are subject to the decree of the Board of Geographic 
names. Sometimes it is a far cry from the original spelling. "What 
was Goose Creek once is Tiber now," and we find the French word 
"Bois Brule" spelled " Babruly" which is not so bad as some others. 
Of course the original settler spelled it as he knew or pleased, just 
as "Samivel" did. Dickens in "Bardwell vs. Pickwick," where 
"Samivel" scores for the defense, and puts the prosecution in a pickle, 
is asked by the court "if he spells his name with a "W" or a "V." 
"It depends upon the taste and fancy of the speller, my Lord," said 
Samivel, whereupon a voice from the gallery (the voice of his father) 
"Quite right too r Samivel, quite right. Put it down a We, my Lord, 
put it down a We." 

***** 

DENT COUNTY. 

Organized, Feb. 10, 1851. Named for Lewis Dent, an 
early settler. 
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Salem, county seat of Dent county. This name is from 
the Hebrew word meaning "peace." One historian suggests 
that probably the members of the county court had this in 
mind when choice of names was made. 

***** 

DOUGLAS COUNTY. 

Organized, Oct. 19, 1857. Named for Stephen A. 
Douglas, from Illinois, who was a noted politician at this time. 

Ava, county seat of Douglas county, was located in 
1864. 

Basher, named for a land owner nearby. 
Roosevelt, named for President Roosevelt. 
Smallett, name formed from the name of its first post- 
master, James Small. 

***** 

DUNKLIN COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 14, 1845. Named for Daniel Dunklin, 
Governor of the State from 1832 to 1836. Dunklin was 
Surveyor General of the United States for several years. 
Organizing act says: "To be called Dunklin in honor of 
Daniel Dunklin, late Governor of this State." 

Kennett, county seat of Dunklin county, was selected by 
Robert Gibony, of Stoddard; F. C. Butler, of New Madrid; 
and Enoch Evans; and was first called Chilliticoux for a 
celebrated Delaware chief in the neighborhood, afterwards 
called Butler and finally changed to its present name in honor 
of Luther M. Kennett. He was mayor of St. Louis from 1849 
to 1852. On July 4th, 1852, he cast the first shovel of earth 
for the Missouri Pacific Railroad. 

Byrds, named for an early settler. 

Campbell, surveyed by Major Moore M. Rayburn, and 
named for a pioneer. 

Cardwell, named for Frank Cardwell, of Paragould, Ark. 

Caruth, established by Wm. M. Saterfield and named for 
an old friend, Mr. Caruth, of St. Louis, a member of the firm 
of McCombs, Caruth and Byrns. 
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Clarkton, platted in 1860 and first named Bach, but on 
building a plank road into the town it was named in honor 
of Henry E. Clark, a contractor on the new road. 

Cottonplant, so named because cotton is a staple product 
and cotton gins are located here. 

Holcomb, named for Louis Holcomb. 

Hollywood, named for tree of that kind, the holly. 

Hornersville, named for Russel and William H. Horner. 
Dr. William H. Horner settler there in 1832 and in 1842 laid 
out the town. He first kept a store there. 

McGuire, a family name. 

Maiden, platted in 1877, under the direction of Maj. 
George B. Clark, and named for the town of the same name in 
Massachusetts. Clark was an engineer locating the railroad 
through the place. 

Rushcreek, named for rush covered banks of creek on 
which located. 

Senath, established in 1882 by A. W. Douglas, an early 
settler, and named for his wife, Senath Hale Douglas. 

Shipley, named for Hugh Shipley, an early settler. 

Townley, a family name. 

Vincit, founded by George W. Maharg. 

Valleyridge, so named by Wm. J. Oxley, because of the 
peculiar formation of the ridge land on which situated. The 
town is located on what is known as Cowley's Ridge. 

White Oak, named for the species, Quercus Alba. 

***** 

FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 11, 1818. Named in honor of Benjamin 
Franklin, of Pennsylvania, printer, statesman and philosopher. 
"Of all Americans, the illustrious Dr. Franklin has the honor 
of leading in the choice of his name for places all over the land. 
His list (including compounds of the name) numbers sixty- 
three.* He was among the first honored in the Boon's Lick 
country with his name for its first chief metropolis." 

•(Spofford — American Hist. Ass'n. 1893.) 

Union t county seat of Franklin county has been the 
county seat since 1827. By act Dec. 11, 1818, David Edwards, 
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Philip Boulware, Sr., William Laughlin, David B. Moore and 
William Harrison were appointed commissioners to locate 
permanent seat of justice. The same were appointed com- 
missioners of court house and jail. The town of Newport 
was selected and here court was held until 1826 when it was 
removed. By an act Jan. 22, 1825, John Brown, of St. Louis 
County; Benjamin Horine, of Washington County; and 
William T. Lammie, of Montgomery, were appointed to 
select a permanent seat of justice at center or within three 
miles thereof, and Barnabas Strickland, Moses Whitmire 
Bracket Barnes, commissioners of court house and jail. The 
commissioners on county seat were ordered to meet at the 
house of Joseph Welch on or before March 10, 1825. Union 
was selected, laid out in 1826 by Bracket Barnes and Moses 
Whitmire, on land of Reuben Harrison and Nathan Richard- 
son. It was made county seat in 1827. 

Berger, laid out by Charles Helmendach in 1870, and 
named for an old pioneer, Casper Berger, who founded a 
colony there. 

Boeuf Creek, laid off in 1868, and first called Detmold and 
received its name from creek on which located. Boeuf, 
(Fr-Beef) so called from the great number of Buffalo or 
'beeves' found on it at an early day. 

Calvey, postofhce and creek named for French explorer 
Calve. The name is spelled as it is pronounced in French. 

Gray Summit, so named for Daniel Gray, who settled 
here in 1845, and summit attached because it is the highest 
point on the Missouri Pacific Railroad between St. Louis and 
Jefferson City. 

Jeffriesburg, a family name. E. B. Jeffries was a member 
of the Legislature from Franklin county in 1854. He was 
killed in the Gasconade Bridge disaster, Nov. 1, 1855. 

Labaddie. Point L'Abaddie was named for the early 
French settler, Sylvester L'Abaddie, who came to St. Louis in 
1769 and married one of the Chouteau sisters. He became a 
prominent merchant in the city, dying in 1794. "Sunday 
(April, 1811) Made Point Labadie, so called from a French 
trader, who formerly wintered here." (Brackenridge's Journal, 
in Thwaites WesternTravels, VI. 36.) 

N-2 
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Luebbering, named in honor of John F. Luebbering, 
postmaster and merchant. 

Maupin, named for an early settler. 

Nier, named for Franz Nier, one time civil engineer on 
St. Louis to Union, now a part of the Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific R. R. 

New Haven, first called Miller's landing, but when regu- 
larly laid out in 1856, this name was suggested by William 
0. Ming. 

Pacific, laid off Nov. 29, 1852, by William C. Inks, for the 
A. & P. R. R. and first called Franklin. There had been a 
town platted by the name of Pacific City where the town of 
Syracuse, Mo., now stands and filed in the plat book of 
Morgan county, but by Jan., 1859, this name was abandoned 
and changed to Syracuse, so "At a meeting of the Franklin 
town board, held Jan. 29, 1859, a resolution was passed to 
change the name to Pacific." So named because here the new 
railroad started for the Pacific Ocean. 

Robertsville, named for its founder, M. J. Roberts. 

St. Clair, settled in 1849 by J. B. Inge, and laid out in 
1859 on land of William Kerr, and named in honor of a resident 
engineer on St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad. 

Stanton, named for the proprietor of a powder mill in 
the vicinity. 

Sullivan, named by the railroad company for Stephen 
Sullivan, who laid out the town in 1859, and gave the land 
for the depot and built the depot himself. 

Washington, was settled prior to 1818, and a portion of 
the present site was laid off in 1836 and called Bassora, and in 
1839, on property of Mrs. Lucinda Owens, was made a regular 
survey and town named in honor of George Washington. 
There are forty-nine other places named for General Washing- 
ton. 



GASCONADE COUNTY. 

Organized Nov. 25, 1820. The name is from "Gascon," 
an inhabitant of Gascony. The people of that province 
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were noted for their boastfulness. It was applied by the early 
French to the Indians living on its banks who bragged about 
their exploits. The name means, v. i. to boast, brag, bluster, 
and thus the river received its name. The waters of the river 
are boisterous and boastful and the name is also descriptive. 

Hermann, county seat of Gasconade county, settled and 
laid out by a "German Settlement Association of Philadelphia" 
Nov. 2, 1837, on which date the name of the town was dis- 
cussed and after a brief deliberation this decision was reached : 
"That the city to be built on the land bought by the German 
Settlement Association should receive the name of Hermann." 
The town was built on land owned in part by Charles Tuebner 
and Jacob Schiefner, and surveyed by H. Bock on May 1, 
1850. Daniel M. Boone, John McDonald, Patrick Cullins, 
Moses Welton and Edward Simons, were appointed to select 
the county seat. 

Bland, named for Richard P. Bland, for many years a 
member of Congress, for Missouri. 

Gasconade, platted in 1857 on land owned by R. J. 
Heath and Eliza Shaman. Situated at the mouth of the river 
for which named. 

Gebler, named for W. S. Gebler, a pioneer who established 
a general store at this place. 

Owensville, named in honor of a pioneer. 

Red Bird, so named by E. R. Bowen the first postmaster, 
because he thought it would be easy to spell and remember. 

***** 

GENTRY COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 12, 1841. Named for General Richard 
Gentry, of Columbia, who was killed in the battle of Okee- 
chobee, Florida, Dec. 25, 1837. 

Albany, county seat of Gentry county. By act, Feb. 14, 
1845, Stephen Jones, of Andrew, Armstrong McClintock, of 
Clinton; and Ebenezer H. Wood, of Daviess, were appointed 
commissioners to select county seat. The name was given by 
Judge Eli Carter for the capital of his native state, New York. 
The town was first called Ashton, and the name changed by 
act of the legislature. 
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Gentry and Gentryville, name derived from county. 
Stanberry, named for J. J. Stanberry, original owner of 
the town site. 

***** 

GREENE COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 2, 1833, "To be called and known by the 
name of Greene county, in honor of Nathaniel Greene of the 
Revolution." It was through Greene's strategy that the 
Carolinas were saved from subjugation. The Carolinas and 
Georgia gave him valuable grants of land. He was born in 
Rhode Island, May 22, 1742, and he died of sunstroke on his 
estate, Mulberry Grove, Savannah, June 19, 1786. 

Springfield, county seat of Greene county, platted in 1835 
on land of J. P. Campbell, on site selected by a commission to 
locate a county seat. The plan adopted was that of Columbia, 
Tennessee, Mr. Campbell's birthplace. The commisson 
asked for suggestions for a name and that used and voted for 
was suggested by Kindred Rose, in honor of his former home 
town, Springfield, Robertson county, Tennessee. It is prob- 
ably that the fitness of the name was suggested from the fact 
that there was a spring under the hill on the creek, while 
on top of the hill where the principal part of the town lay, 
there was a field. 

Ash Grove, named from a grove of ash timber lying near 

by. 

Bois D'Arc, pronounced Bo-dark, named from the Osage 
Orange, much used at one time as a hedge. In 1844, Mr. 
Goodwin put out a long hedge on his place and as he had just 
been appointed postmaster, it suggested the name. When the 
postofnce was moved to its present site, the name was retained. 

Cave Spring, so named from a beautiful spring on Asher 
Creek, that bursts from a rocky fissure to disappear under a 
'natural bridge' and again emerge as clear as crystal. 

***** 

GRUNDY COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 2, 1841. Named for Felix Grundy, a 
United States Senator from Tennessee for many years. He was 
a member of the Kentucky Constitutional Convention in 1799. 
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In 1808 he removed to Tennessee, in 181 1 was sent to Congress, 
and in 1820 was one of the commissioners to fix the boundary 
between Tennessee and Kentucky. He died in Nashville, 
Dec. 19, 1840. 

Trenton, county seat of Grundy county, named from the 
city in New Jersey. Laid off in 1841, and selected as county 
seat. 

Spickard, named for W. W. Spickard, a pioneer. 

***** 

HARRISON COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 14, 1845. "To be called Harrison in 
honor of A. G. Harrison, representative in Congress from this 
State." Hon. Albert G. Harrison was from Fulton, Callaway 
county, and was a member of Congress at large from 1835 to 
1839. He died Sept. 7, 1839. 

Bethany, county seat of Harrison county. By act of 
legislature Ebenezer H. Wood, of Daviess; Edward Smith, of 
Clinton; and John J. Gibson, of Grundy, were commissioners 
to locate county seat. The survey was made in June, 1845, 
by John Plaster, and named Dallas, but the settlers did not 
like the name and at the November term of court, 1845, the 
county officers took a vote upon a new name, and the name was 
accordingly changed to "Bethany." 

Blythedale, surveyed June, 1880, by A. B. Smith, for 
C. E. Perkins. 

Cainesville, surveyed by T. J. Cast, April, 1885, and 
named for Peter Cain, who settled there in 1845. 

Eagleville, laid off Aug. 28, 1851, on land of Robert 
Bullington. 

Martinsville, laid off in 1856, by Willis Log, and named for 
Zadoc Martin, a miller. 

New Hampton, laid off by L. W. H. Cox, Dec. 1869, 
and by him named. 

Ridgeway, surveyed by A. B. Smith for C. E. Perkins, 
June, 1880, and named for an official of the C, B. & Q. Railway 
Co. 
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HENRY COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 13, 1834. First named Rives in honor of 
William C. Rives, of Virginia. Name changed to Henry in 
honor of Patrick Henry, of Virginia, who died after his elec- 
tion to the Virginia legislature, on June 6, 1799. 

Clinton, county seat of Henry county, selected by com- 
missioners, Henderson Young and Daniel McDowell, of 
Lafayette; and Daniel M. Boone, of Jackson. They fixed 
upon the present site of Clinton and signed a patent to the 
site to the county, dated May 1, 1843. Named for DeWitt 
Clinton, governor of New York, one of the prime movers in 
constructing the Erie canal. 

Blairstown, laid out by a railroad company, and named in 
honor of John I. Blair, a noted capitalist. 

Calhoun, laid off in 1837, by James Nash and named 
for the statesman John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina. 

Deepwater, founded by the Keith & Perry Coal Company, 
of Kansas City, and takes its name from the stream of deep 
water nearby. 

Lewis Station, named for Howell Lewis, an early settler. 
Lewis was a chainman in many of the government surveys in 
Benton and Henry counties. 

Montrose, platted in 1870, by Brad Robinson, for the 
railroad company. 

Urich, platted in 1871, by H. C. McDonald, and named 
for the French general "Uhrich," who so heroically defended 
Strasburg against the Prussians in 1870. The first "h" 
was dropped to simplify the name. 

Windsor, founded by R. F. Taylor, and laid off in 1855 
and for a time was called Belmont. Robert D. Means is 
responsible for the present name by calling it Windsor Castle, 
after the residence of Queen Victoria in England. Name was 
changed from Belmont to Windsor by act of legislature 
Dec. 9, 1859. 

***** 

HICKORY COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 14, 1845. Named in honor of President 
Andrew Jackson, who was known as "Old Hickory." 
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Hermitage, county seat of Hickory county. Henry 
Bartlett, Wm. Lemon and James Johnson were the first com- 
missioners appointed to select site. There was some opposi- 
tion to their selection and Dec. 23, 1846, Judge William 
Greene, of Camden; William Divern, of Polk; and Charles 
H. Yeater, of St. Clair, were appointed and ordered "Shall 
proceed to examine the present location (Hermitage) having 
due regard to the situation, population, quality of land, con- 
venience and inhabitants." On March 14, 1847, it was also 
made the county seat by a vote of the people, the title 
being acquired by purchase from Thomas Davis. Named 
for the residence of Andrew Jackson, in Tennessee. 

Almon, a family name. 

Cross Timbers, platted Feb. 24, 1871, by Ezekiel Kirby. 

Elkton, first settled by Dr. Blue. 

Pittsburg, named for the Pitts family, early settlers. 

Preston, platted by S. C. Howard and R. I. Robinson, 
Dec. 8, 1857. 

Quincy, platted by Isaac M. Cruce, in 1848. 

Weaubleau, platted by Emerson Barber, a Christian 
minister, and first called Haran, but later named for the stream 
on which located. 

Wheatland, platted Dec. 7, 1869, by M. H. Cooper, 
surveyor, for Frederick Kern and Jacob S. Naffziger. So 
named for the productive wheat fields surrounding it. 

* * * * * 

HOLT COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 15, 1841. Named for Dr. David Rice 
Holt, a member of the state legislature from Platte county, 
and who died while a representative, Dec. 7, 1840. 

Oregon, county seat of Holt county, first laid out in 1841 
and called "Finley," but the name changed to "Oregon" 
for the territory then attracting emigrants. 

Craig, laid off in 1868, by the proprietors, R. W. Frame, 
C. Schultz, and S. Ensworth, and by them named in honor 
of General James Craig, of St. Joseph, who was an early 
member of Holt county bar, and represented Holt county in 
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the state legislature in 1846, and a member of Congress from 
Missouri 1856-1860. 

Curzon, named for John C. Curzon, who settled near 
in 1865. 

Forbes, named for John Murray Forbes, an American 
railroad builder and a director of the C. B. & Q. Railroad 
Company. Laid out in 1869 by Levi Devorrs. 

Forest City, platted by a town site company in 1857, 
and so named because the original site was covered with 
forest. 

Maitland, platted May 12, 1880, by J. F. Barnard, of 
St. Joseph, owner of site. 

Mound City, founded by Galen Crow, sheriff of Holt 
county, and a member of the state legislature in 1860. Laid 
off in 1857 on mounds which overlook the Missouri river 
bottoms. 

***** 

HOWARD COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 23, 1816. Named for General Benjamin 
Howard, of Lexington, Ky., Governor of Kentucky, and Gov- 
ernor of Upper Louisiana, which became Missouri Territory 
June 4, 1812. He died in St. Louis Sept. 18, 1814. "How- 
ard county at its organization comprised a territory of 
23,000 square miles, extending from the Osage River on 
the south, to the Iowa line on the north, and was called 'the 
mother of counties.' " (Switzler). 

Fayette, county seat of Howard county, was made the 
county seat in 1823. The organizing act made the 'seat of 
justice' at Hannah Cole's fort, which was situated in what is 
now East Boonville. William Head, Benjamin Estill, David 
Jones, David Kincaid, and Stephen Cole, were made com- 
missioners to select county seat, on June 16, 1816, and to 
that place all the records were removed in 1817. Nov. 14, 
1822, Jonathan Crawley, William Head, Samuel Wallace, 
Glen Owens and Samuel Hardin, Sr., of Howard, were ap- 
pointed to select a place for a county seat near the center of 
the county. They located Fayette and Hiram Fugate and 
Hickerson Buraham each donated twenty-five acres for the 
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county seat. Laid off by Judge Alfred Morrison. This was 
in 1823 when the news reached the west that Lafayette was 
soon to visit America, and the town was named for Marquis 
de La Fayette. 

Boonsboro, laid off in 1840, by Col. N. G. Elliott and 
others, and named in honor of the old pioneer and Indian 
fighter, Daniel Boone. 

Estill, named for Col. John R. Estill, a large land owner 
and stock raiser. 

Franklin, stands on the higher ground out of reach of 
the floods of the Missouri River, but the old town was laid 
out as early as 1816. In 1826 it was encroached upon by 
the river and the present town located. The original town 
was named for Benjamin Franklin. 

Glasgow, laid off in 1836 on land bought of Tarlton 
Turner, and James Earickson. Named for James Glasgow, 
who with his son at an early day engaged in the mercantile 
business at Old Chariton, in the vicinity of the present town. 
He moved to St. Louis, where he died. 

Roanoke, laid out in 1834. An Indian word meaning, 
"sea shell" or "wampum." Originally settled by Virginians, 
who were great admirers of John Randolph, of Roanoke, 
and named the town after his elegant country home. 

***** 

HOWELL COUNTY. 

Organized Mar. 2, 1857. Named from Howell Valley in 
which the first settlement was made by a Mr. Howell, in 
1838. 

West Plains, county seat of Howell county, so named 
because the settlement was on a prairie in a westerly direc- 
tion from the nearest town. 

Chapin, named for a family. 

Cobalt, named for the mineral. 

Cottbus, named for a town in Brandenburg, Prussia. 
Cureall, located at medical springs, the waters of which 
are said to contain exceptional medical properties. 
Hutton Valley, a family name given to valley. 
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Pomona, named for the goddess of fruits, and is situated 
in a fruit country. 

Willow Springs, so named because the spring was origin- 
ally surrounded by this species of tree. 

***** 

IRON COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 17, 1857. So named on account of the 
great amount of iron ore found within its limits. 

Ironton, county seat of Iron county, selected as the 
county seat by the people of Iron county at an election held 
Sept. 7, 1857. It had been surveyed by N. H. Tong and David 
Carson, who gave the county alternate lots. Samuel A. 
Reyburn was selected as commissioner to sell lots. The 
county realized $10,600 from the sale. The town was settled 
in 1853. So named like the county, from the abundance of 
iron ore in the vicinity. 

Annapolis, named for the town in Maryland. 

Arcadia, laid out in 1849, by Josias and Jerome C. Berry- 
man. A New England lady, who came with the first mining 
company that came to the county, gave it the appropriate 
name it now bears. Named for a Greek grazing country, 
which has furnished the word "Arcadian" for the poets. 

Brule, from the French word meaning "burnt." 

Des Arc, meaning 'the bow' or bend, so named for the 
big bend in the railroad near this place. 

Graniteville, settled in 1873, and named from the ex- 
tensive granite quarries at this place. 

Pilot Knob, laid off in 1858. Named from Pilot Knob 
mountain near by, five hundred and eighty-one feet high 
from its base, and owing to its prominent position is seen in 
some directions for a great distance, and served as a land- 
mark to hunters and travellers, hence the name. 

Pippin, from the apple of that name. 

Viburnum, from the Latin name of the genus to which 
ongs the black haw, and arrow-wood. 
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JACKSON COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 15, 1826. Named in honor of General 
Andrew Jackson, who has almost as many places named for 
him as Benjamin Franklin. 

Independence, county seat of Jackson county, was 
selected by a commission composed of David Ward and 
Julius Emmons, of Lafayette; and John Bartleson, of Clay. 
They pre-empted a piece of land upon which to locate the 
county seat. They made the location and reported the county 
seat March, 1827. J an. 9, 1827, the survey was commenced 
by John Dunston. Named in commemoration of the declara- 
tion of Independence. 

Blue Springs, platted by Shannon K. Knox, in 1879. 
There was a post office here as early as 1845. Named from 
a spring of water falling from the side of a hill into a tributary 
of Little Blue River. 

Buckner, laid off by Thomas Monroe, in 1875, and named 
for a Mr. Buckner, who lived on a hill not far distant. 

Dodson, named for a family. 

Grain Valley, surveyed Sept. 5, 1878, by James Lucas 
for Joseph Peters, and named from the general character of 
the locality, grain producing. 

Kansas City, surveyed in 1846, by J. C. McCoy. In 
1839 first platted as "Town of Kansas;" by act of legislature 
adopted Feb. 22, 1853, the name was changed to the "City 
of Kansas" and in 1889, the name was again changed to 
"Kansas City." It was named from the river which empties 
into the Missouri at this point, and this river received the 
name from a tribe of Indians. 

Lake City, laid off by Robert Hudspeth, April 17, 1876, 
and named from its location on a small lake. 

Lees Summit, laid off in Oct., 1865, by William B. 
Howard, Esq., and Dr. P. J. G. Lee, an early settler, for whom 
the town was named. The latter part of the name is from 
the fact that it is the highest point on the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad between St. Louis and Kansas City. 
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Lone Jack, laid out by James Finlay and Warehara 
Easley, April 8, 1841. Named from the fact that a lone 
Black jack (Quercus niger) tree stood on the original town- 
site. 

Oak Grove, laid out by Wm. E. Frick, Aug. 22, 1878, in 
a grove of oak. 

Sibley, platted on land owned by Archibold Gamble, 
June 4, 1836. "On their way up the Missouri in 1804, Lewis 
and Clark established a fort at the site of this town called 
Fort Clark, in honor of the junior member of that exploring 
party. After the ratification of the great Indian treaty of 
1808, and as a tribute to the Osage tribe of Indians, the 
name was changed from Fort Clark to Fort Osage, and still 
later was changed to Sibley, to perpetuate the name and 
fame of George C. Sibley, who was at one time the United 
States Government Agent at this point." (McDougal, 
Recollections, p. 443.) Sibley was a factor at the fort from 
1818 to 1824. "He was one of the early surveyors of Missouri, 
and in 1816 he ran the southern portion of the Osage line." 
(Houck, Hist. Mo., I. p. 14.) In 1825 he was appointed one 
of the commissioners to treat with the Indians and lay out a 
road from Fort Osage to Santa Fe. 

***** 

JASPER COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 29, 1841. Named for Sergeant William 
Jasper, of Fort Moultrie, S. C, fame, who was killed in the 
siege of Savannah. 

Carthage, county seat of Jasper county, platted June 
30, 1842. By an order of the county court dated March 29, 
1842, it was named Carthage, from the ancient city in 
Africa. 

Alba, platted in 1882, by Stephen Smith, and named in 
honor of its first postmaster and an early settler. 

Avilla, platted in 1858 by David S. Holman and Andrew 
L. Love. 

Carterville, laid off Sept. 9, 1875, by W. A. Daugherty, 
William McMillan, and James J. L. Carter, for the latter of 
whom it was named. 
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Joplin, platted by John C. Cox, in 1871, and named for 
Joplin Creek, which was named for Rev. Harris G. Joplin, 
who settled upon its banks as early as 1839 or 1840. 

Oronogo, platted in 1856 by Stephen O. Paine, and 
name said to have originated in the reply made by the early 
traders when solicited to extend credit, when lead was the 
medium of exchange, "Ore or no go." Named by order of 
the county court. 

Sarcoxie, platted in 1834 by Thacker Vivian and first 
called Centerville, from its location on Center Creek, but in 
1839, at the suggestion of Hon. James S. Rains, it was called 
Sarcoxie, in honor of an old and friendly chief of the Shawnees, 
whose home was near a spring in the present town limits. 
Sarcoxie means "Rising Sun." 

Reeds, named in honor of W. T. Reed, a pioneer. 

Webb City, platted Sept. 10, 1875, and so named because 
lead and zinc were first discovered in that locality on the farm 
of John C. Webb, and he was the founder of the city. 

Zincite, so named from the zinc mines in the neighborhood. 

***** 

JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 8, 1818. Named for Thomas Jefferson. 
Died July 4, 1826. 

Hillsboro, county seat of Jefferson county. By act Dec. 
8, 1818, L. B. Boyd, Thomas Evens, Jacob Wise, William 
Bates, William Null, Peter McCormick and Henry Metz, 
were appointed commissioners to select seat. Herculaneum 
was selected. James Bryant and wife donated land on which 
to erect public buildings. CoXmty lines were rapidly changing 
and a demand for a more central location was made. Finally 
a petition to the court resulted in the appointment of Minor 
Mothershead, Thomas Hurst, William Hurst, Jesse Phillips, 
and Paschal Detchemundy, commissioners to consider re- 
moval to a more central place. A site was selected and 
voted on at a general election held in Aug., 1832. Charles 
Mothershead was appointed commissioner of county seat at 
Sept., 1834, term, and he resigning, Clinton Mothershead 
was appointed in his stead. Hugh O'Neal and Samuel 
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Merry, owners of the new site donated the same to the county, 
April 7, 1838, but the matter was not settled until by act of 
the legislature, Feb. 8, 1839. The town was surveyed and 
laid out by George W. Waters, surveyor. The name first 
given the place was Monticello, or rather to the hill just 
south of it, from the home of Jefferson, but the name was 
soon changed to Hillsboro, from this hill. 

Bushbey, named for ( ) Bush, one of the pro- 

prietors of a nursery. 

Byrnesville, named for the miller, M. F. Byrnes. 

Crystal City, built by the "American Plate Glass Com- 
pany," of Detroit, Mich., and being envied by St. Louis, 
they did all their business in Detroit, and named the new 
town New Detroit, but at the first annual meeting of the 
directors at the main office in Detroit, in answer to the ques- 
tion of how the natives liked the name of the town, it was 
replied that they had a name of their own, "Crystal City," 
which seemed so appropriate that it was at once adopted. 

DeSoto, laid off in 1857 by Thomas C. Fletcher, after- 
ward governor, and Louis James Rankin. Named for Fer- 
nando DeSoto, the great Spanish explorer, who discovered the 
Mississippi River in 1541, and is reputed to have been the 
first white man on Missouri soil. He came as far north as 
New Madrid county, and it is thought that from there he 
moved west across the Ozarks. DeSoto died in the spring of 
1542 and was buried in the Mississippi. 

Dittmer, named for William Dittmer. 

Hematite, named from an important ore of iron. 

Herculaneum, laid out in 1808 by Samuel Hammond, 
Sr., and Moses Austin. "So named by Moses Austin be- 
cause the edges of the limestone strata are worn away so as 
to resemble seats of the amphitheater of the ancient buried 
city near Naples. After the removal of the county seat 
to Hillsboro in 1839, it began to decline, and like the city 
for which it was named, for a time threatened to be num- 
bered among the things of the past." 

Horine, a family name. 
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House Springs, settled in 1795 and named for Adam 
House, who lived here and was killed near this spring by the 
Indians. 

Kimmswick, laid out in Oct., 1859, by Theodoro Kimm, 
and in his honor named. 

Knorpp, named in honor of C. F. Knorpp, postmaster 
and merchant. 

Morse Mill, named for John H. Morse, owner. 

Plattin, named from creek of this name. 

Scheve, named for B. Scheve, its first postmaster and 
merchant. 

Selma, noted as the residence of Fred Kennet, the finest 
in the State, called Selma Hall. 

Selica, so named because sand, or silex, for making glass 
is plentiful. 

Valles Mines, named for F. Valle, who mined lead here. 

***** 

JOHNSON COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 13, 1834. Named for Richard M. John- 
son, of Kentucky, who was then coming into prominence as 
a probable candidate for Vice President. He was elected in 
1835. He died of apoplexy, Nov. 19, 1850. 

Warrensburg, county seat of Johnson county, platted 
in 1835 for John and Martin D. Warren, of Kentucky, for 
whom it was named. 

Columbus, settled in 1833, and named for the discoverer 
of America. 

Holden, laid out by Isaac Jacobs and Sanford Cummings 
in 1857. Named for Major Nathaniel Holden, prominent in 
the history of the county. While a member of the legis- 
lature he was instrumental in locating the railroad. Became 
land agent and local attorney for the Missouri Pacific Rail- 
road, and at one time was receiver of public moneys at Warsaw. 

Kingville, named for General William King, who located 

it. 

Knobnoster, platted in 1856 by William A. Wortham, 
and takes its name from two prominent mounds or knobs 
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that stand, isolated, in the prairie near it, and are known as 
"Our Knobs." 

Latour, a family name. 

Leeton, named in honor of J. J. Lee, postmaster and 
merchant. 

Post Oak, named from the species of oak, Quercus Stellata. 
Quick City, named in honor of M. Quick, a pioneer 
citizen. 

***** 

KNOX COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 14, 1845. Named for General Henry 
Knox, of the Revolution. Died Oct. 25, 1806. 

Edina, county seat of Knox county. Thomas C. Ruther- 
ford, of Clark; Walker Austin, of Macon ; and Walter Crockett, 
of Putnam, were appointed commissioners to select county 
seat "within four miles of the geographic center of Knox, 
due regard being had to the convenience of the majority of 
the citizens of said county." The commission selected Edina, 
and reported Oct. 2, 1845. Surveyed by Stephen W. B. 
Carnegy, who gave it the ancient name and classic title to 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Fabius, town and river. Name derived from the Spanish 
word "faba," a pea or bean, and the river so named because 
on its banks originally grew wild peas, which were good early 
pasture for the horses of the explorers. Town named from 
river. 

Hedge City, laid out by John Henry Kephart, Oct., 
1892, and named from the fence of Osage orange commonly 
called hedge. 

Hurdland, surveyed by Peter Smith, for John Hurd and 
Caleb M. Pomroy, in June, 1872, and named for Mr. Hurd. 

Plevna, named for the town in Bulgaria, where the 
Russians defeated the Turks in 1877, after a siege of one 
hundred and forty-three days. 

***** 

LACLEDE COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 24, 1849. Named for Pierre Liguest 
Laclede, the founder of St. Louis. Died June 20, 1778. 
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Lebanon, county seat of Laclede county, located by 
Thomas Whitacre, of Miller; John Duncan, Sr., of Pulaski; 
and Washington Henson, of Dallas, commissioners. Named 
by them for the town of Lebanon, Tennessee. 

Atoka, named for county in Oklahoma. 

***** 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 

Organized Nov. 16, 1820. First called Lillard, after a 
pioneer citizen. Name changed to Lafayette, in honor of 
Marquis de La Fayette, Feb. 16, 1825, who died in Paris, 
May 20, 1834. 

Lexington, county seat of Lafayette county, was first 
settled by A. and W. Owens, from North Carolina, in 1817, 
and was selected as county seat by commissioners, James 
Bounds, John Dustin and James Lillard. Named for the 
battlefield of Lexington of Revolutionary fame, where was 
shed the first martyr blood. It was laid off April 22, 1822. 

Aullville, named from a prominent family. John and 
Robert Aull settled in Lafayette county as early as 1822. 

Concordia, platted in 1868, by a joint stock company, 
consisting of G. P. Gordon, George S. Rathburn, and others. 
The name was given by its German residents in memory of 
Concordia, Germany, meaning peaceful. 

Higginsville, platted in 1869, and named for Harvey J. 
Higgins, who originally owned the land which upon the town 
was built. 

Mayview, is built upon a succession of mounds, and noted 
for the beauty of the landscape, when viewed on a May day. 
"During the war of 1812, the present site of the town of 
Mayview, and long known as the "Mounds," was the scene 
of a bloody battle between a detachment of soldiers under 
the command of Captain Heath, and a large body of Indians, 
in which the white men were victorious. From this inci- 
dent, these elevations were named "Heath's Knobs," or 
"Heath's Hills," though of late these names have almost 
passed into tradition." (Hist. L. Co.— Chiles— p. 1.) 

Odessa, platted in 1878 by A. R. Patterson and John 
Kirkpatrick, and was named by President T. B. Blackstone, 
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of the C. & A. Railway Co., for the Russian town on the 
Black sea. 

Waterloo, laid off in 1837, and named for the battle in 
which Napoleon was defeated in 1815. 

Waverly, first named Middleton by its proprietor, Wash- 
ington W. Shroyer in 1845, but by act of the legislature 
March 2, 1849, the name was changed to Waverly. 

***** 

LAWRENCE COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 25, 1845. Named in honor of Captain 
James Lawrence of the "Chesapeake," in the war of 1812, 
who, when wounded and dying cried: "Don't give up the 
ship!" 

Mount Vernon, county seat of Lawrence county was 
selected by Larkin Newton, of Newton ; Elijah Gray, of Greene ; 
and Samuel Melugan, of Jasper, commissioners. In May, 
1845, the county court appointed H. M. Joplin, vice Melugan. 
In May, 1845, W. H. Stroud was appointed commissioner to 
sell lots. Surveyed May 19, 1845, by John D. Allen, and 
named by the county court for the home of Washington. 

Aurora, laid off May 9, 1870, by James W. Black for 
Stephen G. Elliott, and named for the Goddess of the morning 
of fabulous mythology. 

Bower Mills, laid off in 1869, and named for owner, 
"Uncle" Billy Bowers, who settled thereabout 1830. 

Freistatt, named by the German settlers from the town 
in the old country. 

Logan, laid out on lands of William and Hetty E. Logan, 
and Andrew Pierce, Jr., and named for the former. 

McKinley, named for an old pioneer. 

Peirce City, laid out in 1870 by Henry C. Young and 
Charles B. McAfee. It was named for Andrew Pierce of 
Boston, then president of the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Co., but the name was misspelled "Peirce" on the 
original plat dedicating the land for public use. 

Verona, laid off in 1868, and named for the town in Italy. 
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LEWIS COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 2, 1833. "To be called by the name of 
Lewis county, in honor of Governor Meriwether Lewis." 

Monticello, county seat of Lewis county. "By act Jan. 
2, 1833, William Blakey, William F. Foreman and Joshua 
Feazel were appointed commissioners to select county seat. 
In Sept., 1833, the county court named the selection made 
"Monticello," for the residence and country home of Thomas 
Jefferson. It is an appropriate name for the Italian word 
"Monticello" means "Little Mountain," and the town is 
situated on a hill, as was the home of Thomas Jefferson. 

Benjamin, named for the Hon. John F. Benjamin, a 
member of Congress from this district from 1865 to 1870. 

Canton, settled in 1827, and surveyed in 1830 by Edward 
White, Robert Sinclair and Isaac Bland, and plat filed Feb. 
15, 1831. Named for the town of same name in Ohio. 

LaBelle, laid out Nov. 1, 1871 and surveyed by L. E. 
Mack, ass't. engineer for the railroad running through the 
place. LaBelle — French for "the beautiful" and name was 
suggested by its beautiful location. 

LaGrange, probably named for the castle or home of 
Lafayette, and the word means "the grange" or farm house. 

Lewistown, surveyed by Charles Peter, July 1, 1871, 
and name derived from county in which located. 

Steffenville, named in honor of Henry Steffens, a pioneer. 

Williamstown, surveyed Sept. 29, 1856, by J. F. Mitchell 
for Minus Williams, proprietor and founder, for whom named. 

* * * * * 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 14, 1818. Major Christopher Clark, one 
of the first settlers, was a member of the legislature in 1818, 
and a genuine frontiersman and an earnest advocate of the 
establishment of Lincoln county. He made a speech in which 
he said: "Mr. Speaker, I'ln in favor of the new county. 



I Digitized by Google 

4 



186 



MISSOURI HISTORICAL REVIEW. 



I was born in Link-horn county, North Carolina, I lived a 
year or so in Link-horn county, Kentucky, and I want to 
live and die in Link-horn county, Missouri." His speech 
was loudly applauded and the county was organized and named 
as he desired. It was called Lincoln in memory of Gen. 
Benjamin Lincoln, of Massachusetts, a distinguished officer 
and special friend of Washington, who in addition to great 
heroism in several battles, was deputized to receive the 
sword of Cornwallis on his surrender at Yorktown on Oct. 
17, 1781. He died at Hingham, Mass., May 18, 1810. 
(Switzler.) 

Troy, county seat of Lincoln county. The first county 
seat of Lincoln county was located at Monroe, but it was in 
one corner of the county. A petition was presented to the 
General Assembly and by act Dec. 18, 1822, a commission 
was appointed to select a more suitable place. Alexandria 
was selected, and here court convened the first Monday in 
Feb., 1823. Aug 5, 1828, a petition was signed by more than 
three hundred and fifteen of the taxable inhabitants asking 
that the seat of justice be moved to Troy. This was selected 
and land for public buildings donated the county by George 
Collier Robbins. Troy had been settled in 1802, platted by 
Deacon Joseph Cottle and Zadoc Woods and others in 1819. 
"In the year 1819 my father and mother, who were living in 
Troy, N. Y., decided that they could better their fortunes 
by going west. It took them a year, travelling by wagon, 
by flatboat, and by packhorse, to reach the pioneer French 
trading post of St. Louis. My father settled on the Mississippi 
river at a rapids called "The chain of rocks." Here he built 
a store and put in a stock of goods to trade with the Indians, 
later moving a few miles inland where he founded a town, 
which he named "Troy" after my mother's birthplace in 
New York." (The Pioneer Reminiscences of George Collier 
Robbins in the Pacific Monthly, for June, 1911.) Troy now 
occupies the site of "Woods' Fort." Troy was surveyed 
Sept. 16, 1819. 

Briscoe, laid off in 1883 on land owned by Samuel Briscoe 
and others. \ 
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Elsberry, laid off in 1871, and named for Robert T. 
Elsberry, one of the original proprietors. 

Foley, founded in 1879, and named for Miss Addie 
Foley, since married to Dr. D. H. Young, of Fulton, Mis- 
souri. 

Old Monroe, was the site of Fort Howard. Laid out in 
1819 on land belonging to the Cottles and Nathaniel Symonds. 
Named for President Monroe. 

***** 

LINN COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 1, 1837. "To be called and known by 
the name of Linn county, in honor of the Honorable Lewis 
F. Linn." He was United States Senator from 1833 to 1843. 
He died at Ste. Genevieve, Oct. 3, 1843. 
Linneus, county seat of Linn county. 'When the county 
seat was first laid off it was called 'Linnville.' 'On Nov. 5, 

1839, the county court formally adopted that name and on the 
30th (Nov.) an order was made by the same body 'that 
Linnville be the permanent seat of justice for the county 
of Linn.' The name was changed to Linneus on Feb. 4, 

1840. This was done at the suggestion of Senator Lewis F. 
Linn, for whom the county had been named. Judge James 
A. Clark wrote to Senator Linn, that the county and its cap- 
ital had been named in his honor and asked for his endorse- 
ment of the action. Senator Linn replied that while he did 
not wish to dictate in a matter of that character, yet he 
rather preferred the name of Linneus to Linnville. Judge 
Clark laid the Senator's letter before the county court, which 
body instantly made the change suggested." (Hist. Linn 
Co. p. 51.) 

Brookfield, named for John Wood Brooks, a civil engineer 
from Boston. He surveyed the town July 20, 1859, under 
direction of Major Josiah Hunt, land commissioner for the 
Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad Company. Engineer Brooks 
was further recognized by four streets of the town, which 
were named "John," "Wood," "Brooks," and "Boston," 
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all crossing "Main" street. (Hist. Linn Co. p. 195.) Brook- 
field township, in Linn county, was named for John Wood 
Brooks. 

Browning, platted in 1872. It being near the line of Linn 
and Sullivan counties, it was at first suggested to use a combi- 
nation of these names and call it Linnivan, but it was finally 
decided to honor Mrs. Browning, the wife of one of the officials 
of the C, B. & Q. Railroad. 

Bucklin, platted Oct. 11, 1854 by William B. McClanahan, 
on land owned by John H. Watson and Dr. John F. Powers. 
Named in honor of Major James H. Bucklin, one time chief 
engineer of the H. & St. J. Railway Company. 

Laclede, named in honor of Laclede, the French pioneer 
who founded St. Louis. 

Marceline, platted in 1887, and named for the wife of 
one of the railroad officials, whose christian name was "Marce- 
lina." 

Meadville, first called New Baltimore, afterwards Botts- 
ville, for John Botts, original proprietor, but name changed in 
1869 to Meadville in honor of Charles Mead, Superintendent 
of the St. Joseph Railroad. 

Purdin, named for its founder, Allen W. Purdin, who 
owned the land on which the town was platted. 

St. Catherine, laid out April 28, 1856 on land of William 
and Catherine Elliott and Caleb and Mary Farmer, and 
named in honor of Mrs. Elliott, Catherine. Afterward 
Saint was added. 

* * * * * 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY. 

Organized Jan. 6, 1837. "To be called and known by 
the name of Livingston county, in honor of Edward Living- 
ston." He was Secretary of State under President Jackson. 
Died May 23, 1836. 

Chillicothe, county seat of Livingston county, was 
selected by a commission composed of E. V. Warren, Samuel 
Williams, and George W. Folger, of Carroll county, "to make 

> 
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selection within three miles of center of said county." It 
was located on land of John Graves in 1837, and named by 
order of the county court for Chillicothe, Ohio, which was the 
name of a Shawnee Indian town. Chillicothe is the anglicized 
form of the name of one of the divisions of the Shawnee tribe. 

Avalon, surveyed by E. B. Parks for its founder, David 
Carpenter, Nov. 12, 1869. Named for the town of "Avallon" 
in France, which stands on an eminence as does its namesake. 
Avalon was the name given the colony founded by Lord 
Baltimore in Newfoundland in 1620. The charter to Avalon 
was very similar to the Maryland charter, and no doubt the 
latter had the former for its pattern. It is a Celtic word 
meaning "apple-tree." There is also an island in the British 
Channel called "the blessed isle where falls not hail, nor rain 
or any snow, and where Breton legend has it that good King 
Arthur, of the table round, is buried." 

Bedford, founded in 1837 by William LeBarron, a French- 
man of St. Louis, and was first called "the Town of Laborn," 
but it was regularly platted by him in 1839, and by him named 
"Bedford." It is thought that he was interested in the steamer 
"Bedford," which was afterwards wrecked on the shoals at 
this site. 

Chula, named from a Choctaw Indian word meaning 
"red fox." 

Mooresville, laid off April 25, 1860 and named for its 
founder, W. B. Moore. 

Sampsell, surveyed in 1870 on land of John C. and 
William Whitaker and James H. Britton. Named in honor of 
J. F. B. Sampsell, who was connected with the railroad on 
which it is located. 

Utica, platted April 27, 1837. Settled by Roderick 
Matson, a native of Utica, New York, and was named by him 
for his native town. 

Wheeling, laid off Oct. 7, 1865, by Henry May. Named 
by him for his native town in West Virginia. 
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MCDONALD COUNTY. 

Organized March 3, 1849. Named in honor of Sergeant 
McDonald, of South Carolina, one of "Marion's men" in the 
Revolutionary War, Sergeants Jasper and Newton being the 
other two. 

Pineville, county seat of McDonald county.was selected by 
a commission of three, Oliver M. Hickox, Joseph Pearson and 
James Mayfield, of Newton. It was first called Maryville. 
It was named because of the pine lands near by and was the 
seat of the "pine war." 

Anderson, named for a resident near by. 

Cyclone, named from the great cyclone of April 18, 
1880, that passed through this part of the state. 

Elk Springs, named from springs once frequented by elk. 

Hart, named for W. B. Hart, a nearby resident. 

Noel, named in honor of C. W. and W. J. Noel, live stock 
raisers and owners of a saw mill. 

Southwest City, platted in 1870 and so named because 
in the southwest corner of the county and State. 

Tiff City, surveyed Aug. 6, 1881, and named for the 
mineral known to the miners as "tiff." 

***** 

MACON COUNTY. 
(Contributed by Ivan H. Epperson.) 

Organized Jan. 6, 1837. Named in honor of Nathaniel 
Macon, of North Carolina, of the Seventh, Eighth and Ninth 
Congresses, and United States Senator in the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth. Died June 29, 1837. He had an unswerving 
faith in the people to govern themselves, and a favorite saying 
of his was: "If left alone they will always do what is right." 

Macon, county seat of Macon county, was laid out in 
1856 on land originally settled upon by James T. Haley in 
1852. The county seat was at this time located at 
Bloomington, a thriving town which has since disappeared. 
During the Civil War, the marked Southern sympathies 
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of Bloomington aroused the indignation of General 
Lewis Merrill, commander of the Federal post at 
Macon, and in 1862 he ordered Major Thomas Moody 
to burn the town. At the suggestion of Major Moody, 
who disliked to carry out such a harsh order, it was decided 
that Bloomington should be destroyed in a more humane 
manner. An election was to be held that year and it was 
agreed that Major Moody should be a candidate for the Leg- 
islature and that he would introduce there a bill for the re- 
moval of the county seat to Macon. Moody went to the 
Legislature and in 1863 secured the passage of the bill which 
resulted in the removal of the county seat as an "act of mil- 
itary necessity." Like the county in which it is located, 
Macon was named in honor of Nathaniel Macon, the noted 
North Carolina statesman. 

Atlanta, laid out in 1858 on land settled by S. Atteberry 
and named for the city of the same name in Georgia. 

Bevier was named after Col. Robert Bevier, of Ken- 
tucky, who became a noted Confederate leader and who later 
wrote a book about the campaigns in the west and south dur- 
ing the Civil war. The town was laid out in 1858 by John 
Duff on land originally owned by Lewis Gilstrap. 

Callao, laid out in September, 1858, by Samuel Hum- 
phrey and Samuel Kemm. The name comes from a Spanish 
word meaning "bay" or "harbor." The town was probably 
named after the port of that name in South America. 

College Mound, laid out in 1854, by McGee College, 
under the auspices of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, 
and named for college and mounds near by. 

Cox, named for A. S. Cox, its first postmaster and mer- 
chant. 

Economy, established by C. H. Nelson, who, when 
naming it, said: "It was economy to buy at his place." 

Elmer, laid out in May, 1888, by the Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe R. R. An older town, one-half mile away and 
known as Mercyville, had been laid out as early as 1865, but 
in 1905 the two towns were consolidated under the name of 
Elmer. The first blacksmith in Mercyville was "Pap" Wil- 
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Hams and in honor of his wife, Mercy, the town was named. 

Ethel, laid out in April, 1888, by the Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe R. R., and originally called Ratliff. ' 

Kern, in the Chariton valley, was named after Judge 
Robert H. Kern of St. Louis. Judge Kern acquired exten- 
sive possessions in the Chariton valley and was one of the 
first advocates of ditch construction to reclaim the valley 
lands from overflow. 

LaPlata, laid out in 1855 by Lewis Gee and Thomas 
Sanders. The name is of Spanish origin and means "wrought 
silver." 

New Cambria, first platted in 1861 and originally called 
Stockton in honor of James Stocks, who was a railroad con- 
tractor on the Hannibal & St. Joseph R. R. In 1864, as the 
result of an advertisement headed "Free Missouri" which 
appeared in a Welsh newspaper at Utica, N. Y., representa- 
tives were sent to this state to select a location for a large 
colony of Welsh immigrants. In order to attract the Welsh 
commissioners the name of Stockton was changed to New 
Cambria, which means "New Wales." Two places were 
under consideration — New Cambria and Gomer, in Caldwell 
county — but, unfortunately for the latter place, the killing 
by Southern sympathizers, of two Union soldiers on the 
streets of Kingston while the commissioners were staying 
there caused them to decide in favor of New Cambria. 

Nickellton, named in honor of Davidson Nickell, a prom- 
inent man in the vicinity. 

Tullvania, named for Nicholas Tull. 

* • * * * 

MADISON COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 14, 1818. Named for James Madison, 
President of the United States from 1809 to 1817. 

Fredericktown, county seat of Madison county. It was 
selected by a commission on land of Nathan Cook. Platted 
in 1819 and named for George Frederick Bollinger, a member 
of the State legislature. 
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Marquand, named in honor of W. G. Marquand, who made 
a donation to the church. 

Mine Lamotte, named for the French explorer, who dis- 
covered lead here in 1720. 

***** 

MARIES COUNTY. 

Organized March 2, 1855. Named for the Big and Little 
Maries rivers which name is of French origin, and was the 
name of two little girls. 

Vienna, county seat of Maries county, selected in 1855, 
and named for the capital of Austria. 

***** 

MARION COUNTY. 

Organized Dec. 23, 1836. Named for Gen. Francis 
Marion, the "Swamp Fox of South Carolina," of the Revo- 
lution. 

Palymra, county seat of Marion county, selected as county 
seat by commission that made report June 18, 1827. "N med 
by the original founders in honor of the ancient city of Syria, 
the "Tadmor" of scriptures, built by King Solomon in the 
wilderness. Perhaps it was so named because, like Tador, 
or Palmyra, it was built, or founded, in the wilderness." 
(Hist. M. Co. p. 830.) 

Ely, named for Dr. Ezra Stiles Ely, a prominent minister 
of Philadelphia. 

Hannibal, laid off in 1819, but plat not filed until 1828. 
Named for the Carthagenian general, and this name was 
suggested by Hannibal Creek, now known as Bear Creek, 
a name on an old map of the time of Don Antonio Soulard's 
first voyage up the Mississippi, about 1800. 

Philadelphia, named for the town of same name in 
Pennsylvania. 
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MERCER COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 14, 1845. Named in memory of General 
Hugh Mercer, who fell at the battle of Princeton, in trying 
to rally his broken troops, Jan. 3, 1777. He was brought to 
the ground by a blow from the butt of a musket. He was 
afterward bayonetted and left for dead. He was afterward 
found to be alive and cared for, but he died Jan. 12, 1777. 
Congress intended to erect a monument in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, in his memory, but failed. 

Princeton, county seat of Mercer county, selected by a 
commission in 1845, and named Princeton after the battle 
in which the Revolutionary General Hugh Mercer lost his 
life. 

***** 

MILLER COUNTY. 

Organized Feb. 26, 1837. "To be called Miller, in hono r 
of John Miller, ex-governor of this State." Miller was 
governor from 1825 to 1832. Died March 18, 1846. 

Tuscumbia, county seat of Miller county, was selected by 
a commission of three as follows: David Fulbright, of 
Pulaski; Zacheus German, of Morgan; and John Hensley, of 
Cole, and under their direction, Marquis Calmes made the 
survey in 1837. Named for a Chickasaw Indian chief, and 
land donated the county by J. B. Hanson. 

Bagnell, founded in 1882, and named for William Bagnell, 
of St. Louis county, who conducted a tie business along the 
Osage river for many years. 

Blackmer, a family name. 

Brumley, laid out in 1869 and named for John Brumley, 
an early settler. 

Etterville, named for a prominent family. 

Olean, laid off by Burlingame and Proctor and named by 
the railroad company for town of same name in New York. 

Pleasant Mount, laid off by Andrew Burris in 1848, and 
so named from its situation. 
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Rockymount, situated on the divide between the Osage 
and Missouri rivers and the name suggested from the character 
of the divide. 

Ulman, named from a pioneer family. 

» » * * ♦ 

CORRECTIONS. 

AUDRAIN COUNTY. 

The following appeared in the Mexico Missouri Message, 
June 8, 1916: 

HADEN AND NOT HAYDON. 

The Markings and Surveys for Laddonia and Vandalia— Two 

Names Confused. 



To the Editor of the Message: 

In the spring of 1870 I was on the ground where Laddonia 
now stands. I met Amos Ladd. He and J. J. Haden owned the 
160 acres now occupied by the town. Mr. Ladd told me that he 
and Mr. Haden were going to start a town there. That was 
before the rails for the Chicago and Alton were laid. Yet the 
road was graded and ready for the ties and rails. I asked him 
how many lots they would give me if I would build houses on them. 
Mr. Ladd said they would give me two lots. I told him I would 
build. 

They laid off the town. Told me to start from the center of 
the road and meadow so many feet and measure off a block of 
eight lots, 60x120 feet, with a 20-foot alley, and they would have 
the town laid off by said block. 

In the fall of 1870 Mr. Ladd came down from Mexico with 
the County Surveyor, a Mr. Jackson, and commenced the survey, 
but Mr. Jackson was taken sick and never came back. Then 
Jack Haydon came down and surveyed some. In the meantime 
Tom Carter became County Surveyor and finished the survey. 
Mr. Ladd, C. E. McVey, and myself and some other man, I 
think it was John A. Thatcher, kept the figures of the survey. 

After we got thru with the survey we talked about a name for 
the town. Two or three names were suggested. Finally Mr. 
Carter proposed Laddonia as the name. So we settled on that. 
It is an error that the town was named for Mrs. Ladd, also whose 
name is said to have been Onia. Her name was Rebecca. 
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The rails for the C. & A. were put down in August, 1871. 
So that was the start of Laddonia. 

I notice that Floyd C. Shoemaker, secretary of the Missouri 
Historical Society, mentions "Col. Hay don and Ladd as having 
laid off both Laddonia and Vandalia, or had a hand in it. He 
means Col. J. J. Haden. He was a real Kentucky Colonel. He 
and I were reared in the same county. I knew him well. He 
spelled his name differently and was a different man from Jack 
Haydon. The latter was County Surveyor after the above events. 
He taught school in Mexico and now lives in California. 

P. I Pibbgb. 

Mexico, Mo., June 5, 1916. 

• * * * * 

CALLAWAY COUNTY. 

Mr. Ovid Bell, editor of The Fulton Gazette, writes the Review, 
under date of September 12, 1916, these corrections of Callaway 
county names: 

The original town of Fulton was laid out on June 29, 1825, 
instead of 1827. James W. Moss might have been the name of 
one of the commissioners, as Mr. Eaton says, but in all the records 
I have his name is given without the middle initial. 

The commissioners appointed to locate the first county seat 
were Henry Brite, William McLaughlin, Samuel Miller (who was 
named with the others), Josiah Ramsey, Jr. (whose name is not 
given by Eaton), and Enoch Fruit, (not Truitt). James Nevins 
had nothing to do with the business. This can be confirmed by 
examination of the act of the legislature that created Callaway 
county. For an interesting note on the matter, see my short 
history of the county, page 9. 

The commissioners who erected the first court house and jail 
in Fulton were Henry May (not Lay), Ezra B. Sitton (note the 
middle initial) and Hans Patton. 

The commissioners met at the home of Robert Dunlap 
(not Dunlop). It was due to his protests that the name of the 
county-seat was changed from Volney (after a French infidel) 
to Fulton. 

I have not had time to check up on the dates Eaton gives in 
connection with the establishment of various towns in the county. 
I do know, however, that Steedman was named for Dr. I. G. W. 
Steedman, of St. Louis, who at one time owned what is known 
as "the Big Survey." He was the owner of the survey when the 
Missouri, Kansas and Texas railroad was built across the land, 
and the station on the tract was named for him. 
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Mr. Eaton is right in saying that Stephens (formerly known 
as Stephen's Store) was named for proprietor. The family is 
an old one in the county (related to E. W. Stephens, of Columbia) 
and Dr. T. L. Stephens established the store at an early day. 
He, by the way, was the inventor of Stephens' eye salve, which 
is sold the world over, and he first made it in his store at Stephens. 

The Fulton Gazette of September 7, 1916, contained the fol- 
lowing interesting article: 

HOW SHAMROCK GOT NAME. 

James P. Covington Says Village Was Named for Rock at First 

Postoffice. 

A writer in the Missouri Historical Review tells that Sham- 
rook, this county, was named for the emblem of the Emerald 
Isle, which may be true, but it is not an established fact. 

"I have always heard that the postoffice was named for a 
big rook near the place where the first postoffice was located, 
about two and one-half miles east of the present village of Sham- 
rock," said James P. Covington, a veteran of northeast Callaway, 
who was in Fulton Monday. Mr. Covington's memory goes 
back more than 65 years, and he got his information about the 
name of the postoffice from people older than himself. "The 
log house in which the postoffice was kept is still standing. It 
was situated on what the old-time folks knew as the Clarksville 
road." 

The postoffice at Shamrock was established on January 10, 
1833, according to the department at Washington. The first 
postmaster was John M. Crockett, who served until July 9, 1835, 
when Pearson W. Overley, took charge. The other postmasters 
since that time and the dates of their appointment have been as 
follows: William P. Mannen, December 1, 1853; John Coil, 
May 10, 1859; Robert D. Mannen, June 4, 1863; Charles B. Pur- 
sell, June 29, 1866; John W. Arnold, July 26, 1867; Joseph S. Lail, 
March 30, 1882; David Garver, October 7, 1889; Edward H. Poage, 
May 10, 1893; Henry E. Poage, February 2, 1895; David Garver, 
August 10, 1898. E. D. Arnold is the present postmaster, having 
been appointed since the Wilson administration began. 

The office was discontinued on December 2, 1861 — the first 
year of the Civil War — and was not re-established until June 4, 
1863. 
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CHARITON COUNTY. 

The following letter under date of September 2, 1916, from 
O. P. Ray, of Keytesville, Mo., gives corrections to Chariton 
county names. This letter with some additions also appeared in 
the Chariton Recorder (Keytesville, Mo.) on September 1, 1916. 

Dear Sir: 

I see by the last issue of the Review that you are inviting sug- 
gestions as to errors in Dr. Eaton's papers on Missouri counties, 
and I take this method of calling your attention to the fact that 
the founder of Keytesville (Chariton county) was James Keyte, 
and not James Keytes. 

The first county seat this county had was Chariton, three 
miles northwest of Glasgow. The town was laid out by Gen. 
Duff Green in 1817. Subsequent to that time Gen. Green at- 
tained a national reputation as editor of the United Stales Telegraph, 
then the official organ of the Democratic party, at Washington 
City, during the time Andrew Jackson was President. Showing 
a bias toward John C. Calhoun on his Nullification doctrine, 
Jackson and Green became enemies; and President Jackson se- 
cured the services of Francis P. Blair, Sr., the father of F. P. Blair, 
afterwards a senator from Missouri, and they started the Globe 
as the official organ. 

Chariton was designated as a county seat in 1821, and so 
continued for some years. Another commission, in 1829, selected 
lands for another county seat about five miles due north of where 
Keytesville now stands. The records of the county court of this 
county were burned in 1861, and we cannot follow this commission 
up, but in 1831 a commission recommended the selection of the 
present site and this was adopted in 1832, James Keyte having 
donated fifty acres of land for the purpose. 

Chariton was abondoned for two reasons. It was at the 
extreme lower edge of the county; and being on low lands was a 
very unhealthy place. 

It was thought at one time that it would be the coming city 
of the west, and in an early day lots traded even for lots in what is 
now a part of the business section of St. Louis. 

At this day it cannot be stated as to what its population was, 
but one authority says it was 1,200 and another says 3,000, both 
of whom were entitled to credit; but suffice to say that now where 
Chariton stood is a field, and you would not believe that it was a 
thriving city in days when steamboats plied the Missouri River. 
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CLAY COUNTY* 

The Liberty Advance (Liberty, Mo.) under date of August 
25, 1916, contained the following corrections on Clay county 
names made by the widely known Missouri writer, Col. D. C. 
Allen: 

ERRORS IN TOWN NAMES. 

Editors: 

In your issue of today, in the article entitled "Our County's 
Names," there are a few errors. Allow me to correct them. 
Kearney was not named in honor of Oen. Stephen W. Kearney, 
but of Hon. Charles E. Kearney, then, and for years, later, a dis- 
tinguished citizen of Kansas City, Mo. He was president of 
the Kansas City and Cameron R. R. Co., when Kearney was 
named. The K. C. & C. R. R. is now the Kansas City and Cam- 
eron branch of the Burlington system. 

Mosby was not named in honor of Dr. Mosby or A. G. Mosby. 
It was named in honor of the Mosby family of that locality — 
more especially of the late Nicholas Mosby. I know this per- 
sonally, because one of the general officers asked me to give him 
a name for the station there which would connect it with some 
well-known family of that vicinity. I gave him the name of 
Mosby. 

No one knows why Liberty was so named. At the naming 
of Liberty, Mo., the county seat of Bedford Co., Va., was named 
Liberty — the early settlers brought many names familiar to them 
in the states whence they came. My conjecture is that our 
Liberty was named after Liberty, Va. 
Liberty, Mo., August 18th. 

D. C. Allen. 



CLINTON COUNTY. 

The following corrections to Clinton County names were 
contributed by A. R. Alexander, editor of the Plattsburg Leader, 
in his paper of September 15, 1916: 

In the Leader last week extracts were printed from the M is- 
souri Historical Review with the request that in case anyone knew 
facts concerning the early settlement of Clinton which differed 
from those mentioned a correction would be gladly used by the 
Leader and attention of the society called to such correction. 
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Uncle Joe Brown mentions the fact that he knows the town 
of Lathrop was laid out in 1867 by a surveyor for the Hannibal 
& St. Joseph railroad which was building a branch from Cameron 
to Kansas City at that time. He knew all of the early townsmen 
of Lathrop quite well, as did he also know all the farm and stock- 
men surrounding the new town. He drove stock over the prairie 
where the town now stands long before a town was thought about. 

Lathrop township was first a part of Jackson township and 
a part of Southern Shoal township, though he does not know when 
the lines of the township were laid out. The first school in the 
township was taught by the late Charles Ingles, whose daughter 
Mrs. Mary Ingles James, still resides in Plattsburg. 

The first actual settler in Lathrop was J. O. Daniel, for a 
number of years proprietor of the Lathrop Hotel. The first 
store house was built by James Murdock. The lumber yard was 
started by Mr. Daniels, whose clerk, P. H. Brace, was the first 
postmaster. The first dwelling was erected by D. E. Main. 
The first man to sell agricultural implements was George Patch, 
the first appointed railroad agent at the place. 

Mr. Brown tells of many incidents of the early days of Lathrop 
and Clinton county. In those days he was buying and shipping 
stock, and as he talks a watermelon wagon drives by and he re- 
calls the time when he stopped and climbed the fence for a water- 
melon on which to make his dinner while on one of his rides in 
the early days. He had decided that it would be impossible 
for him to get to the home of a certain friend by the noon hour, 
so he conceived the idea of having a watermelon for lunch. While 
seated in the corner of the fence the owner of the patch came upon 
him carrying a gun. He explained that parties had been stealing 
his melons and he had made up his mind to shoot the next fellow 
he saw in the patch. Before he talked very long, he had invited 
Mr. Brown up to dinner, which invitation was accepted, and a 
very pleasant hour was spent. 
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HOW MISSOURI COUNTIES, TOWNS AND STREAMS 

WERE NAMED. 

DAVID W. EATON. 
Fourth Article. 



MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 

Organized February 14, 1845. Called by DeSoto, Rio 
Grande Del Espiriter Santo, the Grand River of the Holy 
Spirit; French Jesuit explorers called it Riviere de St. Louis; 
Marquette gave it the name of "Riviere de la Conception," 
in fulfillment of a vow he made to the Virgin Mary if he 
succeeded in finding the great river; La Salle baptized it 
"Riviere de Colbert." (Colbert was a French statesman of 
1682.) The Algonquin names of the river were "Missi," 
great, and "Seepee," river— "Great River." (Extracts from 
Mo. Hist. Rev. Vol. II. p. 191.) As the county borders on 
the stream it was named for it. 

Charleston, county seat of Mississippi county, selected 
by a commission composed of C. P. Fulenwider, of Cape 
Girardeau; Adrian B. Owen, of Stoddard; Thomas Neille, of 
New Madrid. Surveyed in 1837 by John Rodney, on lands 
owned by Mrs. Thankful Randol, Joseph and J. L. Moore 
and Wesley Barnard. Named for Charleston, S. C, which 
was named for Charles II. of England. 

Anniston, named for Anniston, the county seat of Cal- 
houn county, Alabama. 

Belmont, named for August Belmont, a capitalist of 
New York. 

Bertrand, platted for Col. H. I. Deal and S. D. Golder, 
M. D., of Charleston, in September, 1859, by William Belling- 
ton, surveyor, and named for a capitalist interested in the 
railroad passing through the place. 

Byrd Point, named for Abraham Byrd, who located 
here under a New Madrid claim. 
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Buckeye, named for the five-leaved variety of the horse 
chestnut family, commonly called the Ohio Buckeye. 

Crosno, named for F. M. Crosno, first postmaster and 
merchant at time postofiice was established. 

***** 

MONITEAU COUNTY. 

Organized February 14, 1845. Named from the creek 
which was so named by the Indians because of the painted 
figure of a man upon a rock at its mouth, for Manito, meaning 
Deity or Great Spirit. 

California, county seat of Moniteau county, was selected 
as the county seat by commissioners Edmund Wilkes, of 
Miller; William Massie, of Osage; and Jacob Barrows, of 
Cooper, and was first called Boonsborough, but by act Jan- 
uary 25, 1847, changed to California. The new country on 
the Pacific Coast was just then attracting attention and the 
overland railroad was being agitated and during this agita- 
tion the name was given for the state of California. 

Clarksburg, named in honor of Hiram Clark, a Ken- 
tuckian, who settled upon the site and was the first post- 
master. 

Fortuna, named by its founder for the Latin goddess of 
fortune. 

High Point, so named from its location on a high prairie. 

Jamestown, named for S. L. and E. H. James, who 
started a store there in 1846. 

Latham, founded by Doctor Latham in 1880, and in 
his honor named. 

Lupus, originally called Wolf's Point, but the name being 
cumbersome, when the railroad was built, the name was 
changed to the Latin name of the species of common wolf. 

McGirk, named for a prominent family. 

Tipton, laid out in 1858 by the railroad company and 
named for William Tipton Seely. 
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the county court to appoint a commissioner to lay out the 
town. The commissioner selected was Street Thurston and 
under his direction the survey was made by Maj. William 
Monroe. The name was given by act of the Legislature and 
was for the palace near Paris, France. 

Akinsville, named for Rev. Shannon Akins, the owner of 
the original town site. 

Barnett, named in honor of a Mr. Barnett, who lived in 
the neighborhood and whose daughter married a Mr. Ratcliff 
who moved to King county, Washington. She is now living 
in a suburb of Seattle. 

Boylers Mill, named in honor of James Byler and the 
name changed by the postomce department in naming the 
postoffice. 

Florence, first called Williamsville, but name changed to 
Florence about 1840. 

Gladstone, named in honor of the great Prime Minister 
of England. 

Glensted, founded by Joseph Milburn and named by 
him for the town of Glenstadt in Germany, by "American- 
izing" the word. 

Grovois Mills, located on stream of same name from which 
named. 

Grovois Creek, named from the great amount of gravel 
in its stream bed. Gravois — French for rubbish, rubble, 
whence gravel. Pike on his exploration trip up the Osage 
marked it Gravel River on his map. 

Marvin, named for Major H. L. Marvin, at one time 
chief engineer of the railroad built through the place. 

Proctor, named for "Ben" Proctor, the pioneer settler 
on the creek on which the village is located. Proctor was 
acquainted with the art of making gun-powder in a crude 
way, and he supplied himself and the pioneers with that 
necessary explosive. His face was scarred by an accidental 
explosion of gunpowder. He died some years ago in Benton 
county, Mo. 

Stover, named in honor of Col. John H. Stover, one time 
member of Congress from the district. 
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Syracuse, located in 1858 and first called Pacific City, 
but name changed to present one from Syracuse, N. Y. 

Todd, named in honor of Jonathan Todd, first post- 
master. 

***** 

NEW MADRID COUNTY. 

Organized October 1, 1812. Named from the principal 
town within its limits. It was one of the five original dis- 
tricts, proclaimed by Governor Clark. 

New Madrid, county seat of New Madrid county laid 
out by Pierie Foucher, the first Spanish commandant in 
1789 and named by him after the capital of Spain. 

Como, named from town and lake in Italy. 

***** 

NEWTON COUNTY. 

Organized December 31, 1838. Named for Sergeant 
John Newton, a comrade of Sergeant Jasper and McDonald, 
who were known as "Marion's Men." 

Neosho, county seat of Newton county was selected by 
John Williams, of Taney; James Williams, of Barry; and 
George M. Gibson. Surveyed by Clement Hayden. The 
name is a corruption of the Osage Indian word "Ne-o-zho" 
and means clear, or cold water. An immense spring is in the 
center of the town forming a stream of considerable size. 

Newtonia, name formed from Newton. 

Ritchey, platted and named for Matthew H. Richey, in 
August, 1870. Mr. Ritchey settled there in 1832. 

Seneca, platted in 1869 by J. C. Bunch, and named for 
an Indian tribe. This tribe was moved to the Indian Terri- 
tory not many miles west of the town. The word is a cor- 
ruption of the Dutch word "Sinnekaas" a term applied to 
them. 

Stark City, named from the nursery owned by William 
P. Stark. 
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NODAWAY COUNTY. 

Organized February 14, 1845. Named after its principal 
river, which in the Pottawattamie language signifies "placid" 
or "placid water." 

Maryville, county seat of Nodaway county, laid out and 
platted September 1, 1845. Selected as county seat by 
Amos Graham and William M. Sitton, of Andrew, and Daniel 
Hunsucker of Holt. Surveyed by Green McCafferty. Named 
by the county court in honor of Mary Graham, wife of Amos 
Graham, the first white woman to live within the limits of 
the town. 

Barnard, surveyed May, 1870, for a town company and 
named in honor of J. F. Barnard, Superintendent K. C, 
St. J. & C. B. R. R. 

Clearmont, surveyed by Alonzo Thompson in 1857 for 
the proprietors, Stephen Call and Marion Conley, and named 
by Stephen Call for Clearmont, Indiana, from which place 
he came. 

Clyde, derived its name from the fact that Frank Bellows, 
a citizen, had recently purchased some Clydesdale horses, 
and this suggested the name. 

Conception, founded by Father Powers and others and 
named in honor of the Immaculate Virgin. 

Graham, laid out in 1856 by Andrew Brown and named 
in honor of Col. Amos Graham. 

Guilford, surveyed in 1856 and named for Guilford 
Court House in North Carolina, where a battle was fought 
during the Revolutionary War. 

Hopkins, laid out by William Brady, surveyor, in 1871 
and named for A. L. Hopkins, a railroad official. 

Pickering, named for Pickering Clark, a railroad official. 

Quitman, platted in 1856 by Judge Neal, on land of 
R. R. Russell, who named the town in honor of General 
John A. Quitman, a former governor of Mississippi, and who 
had won honor as an officer in the Mexican war. 
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Skidmore, founded July 1880, on land of M. Skidmore 
and in his honor named. He donated twenty acres of land 
for railroad purposes. 

Wilcox, named for B. S. Wilcox, owner of the original 

site. 

***** 

OREGON COUNTY. 

Organized February 14, 1845, and named for the terri- 
tory then under discussion, in connection with which the 
phrase "54-40 or fight" was so often heard. 

Alton, county seat of Oregon county, named for Alton 
Rufus Easton, a son of Rufus Easton and the same as the 
origin of the name of Alton, Illinois. 

Couch, named for G. W. Couch, its postmaster and 
merchant. 

Greer, named for W. S. Greer, proprietor of mill. \ , 

***** 

OSAGE COUNTY. 

Organized January 29, 1841. Named for the Osage 
River, the principal stream emptying into the Missouri on 
the borders of this county. The word is from "Wasashi" 
(French — onasage) the name of the Osage Indians. The 
meaning of the word is uncertain but supposed translation — 
"The Strong." 

Linn, county seat of Osage county, named for Senator 
Lewis F. Linn. Platted in 1843 on land donated by J. W. 
Robinson. 

Bonnots Mill, so named from Benoit, of Bonnot, who 
built a mill here. 

Folk, named for Hon. Joseph Folk, Governor of Missouri. 

Isbell, named for Z. Isbell, a member of the legislature in 
1852. 

Koenig, named in honor of Genry G. King, by using the 
German form of his name. He is postmaster and merchant. 
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OZARK COUNTY. 

Organized January 29, 1841. The "aus arcs" were 
said to refer to the bends in the White River, and applied to 
the Ozark mountains, through which the river pursues a 
wandering course; in other words, "the mountains at the 
bends of the river." Ozark — French, Aux Arcs, anglicized. 
Named for the mountains. 

Gainsville, county seat of Ozark county, named for the 
town in Georgia. 

***** 

PEMISCOT COUNTY. 

Organized February 18, 1861. Named from its principal 
bayou. An Indian word meaning "liquid mud." In Feb- 
ruary, 1861, Col. John H. Walker, and James Eastwood, of 
Little Prairie; Col. John Woodard, of Point Pleasant, and 
James A. McFarland, marked the boundary lines of the 
new county. 

Caruthersville, county seat of Pemiscot county, named 
in honor of Hon. Samuel Caruthers of Madison county. 

Holland, so named because built on submerged land, 
that is now reclaimed. 

***** 

PERRY COUNTY. 

Organized November 16, 1820. Named for Oliver 
Hazard Perry, the hero of the battle on Lake Erie, fought 
September 10, 1813. Died on the Orinoco River in South 
America in 1819. 

Perryville, county seat of Perry county, named for county 
and selected by a commission on land of Bernard Lay ton. 

Altenburg, named for the capital of Dutchy of Saxe- 
Altenburg, Germany. 

Belgique, the French word for Belgian. 

Brewer, named for R. M. Brewer, a capitalist. 

Boise Broule, (burnt woods) bottoms lie chiefly in Perry 
county. The tract is about eighteen miles long and from 
four to six miles wide. {Long's Ex.) 
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Farrar, named for R. P. Farrar, merchant who established 
the place. 

Lithium, laid out in 1882 for C. F. Laurence and named 
for the lightest metal known. 

Schalls, named for Moritz Schall, a pioneer. 

Wittenberg, settled by a German colony in 1838 and 
named for the home town in the fatherland. 

Yount, named in honor of Henry Yount, postmaster 
and merchant. 

***** 

PETTIS COUNTY. 

Organized January 26, 1833. "To be known and called 
Pettis county." So called in honor of Spencer Pettis, mem- 
ber of Congress from St. Louis from 1829 to 1831, who was 
killed in a duel by Major Thomas Biddle, August 27, 1831, 
aged 29 years. 

Sedalia, county seat of Pettis county, platted in 1859 
by Gen. George R. Smith. First named by him Sedville for 
his daughter Sarah, familiarly called "Sed," but the name 
was afterward changed to the more euphonious one of Sedalia. 

From the Youth's Companion, Jan. 4, 1917. 
How Sedalia Was Named. 

A reader of The Companion who was interested in our account 
of the way the town of Rolla, Missouri, got its name, has asked us 
if we can tell the origin of that other attractive name, Sedalia. 
It happens that we can; and our readers will agree that the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the naming of Sedalia were no less curious 
than those out of which grew the name of Rolla. 

The city of Sedalia was both founded and named by Oen. 
George R. Smith, who was a distinguished citizen of Missouri 
during the years of the Civil War and the periods immediately 
before and after that struggle. He was a Virginian by birth and 
a Kentuckian by upbringing; as a young man he came to Mis- 
souri and settled at Georgetown, which is three miles north of 
the present city of Sedalia. He was prominent both in politics 
and business, and was instrumental in the building of the Missouri 
Pacific Railway from St. Louis to Kansas City during the fifties 
of the last century. 

He could not induce his fellow townsmen to make the neces- 
sary effort to have the railway pass through Georgetown, and 
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foreseeing that that would condemn the village to decay, he bought 
a large tract of land beside the railway tracks and laid out a town 
rite there, from which, in course of time, has grown the flourishing 
city of Sedalia. 

When it came to furnishing a name for the new settlement, 
Qen. Smith determined to christen it Sedville in honor of his 
younger daughter Sarah, whose pet name in the family circle 
was "Sed." One of his friends, Mr. Josiah Dent of St. Louis, 
suggested that "ville" was a commonplace termination, and that 
Sedalia would be a more beautiful and unusual name. Gen. 
Smith approved of the suggestion, and Sedalia came officially into 
being when he and his family, the first inhabitants of the new 
town, moved thither in 1859. 

Dresden, platted in 1870 by William Agee and Thomas 
Lester and named for the capital of Saxony, Germany. 
Dresden means "a fortress." 

Georgetown, platted in 1837 by Gen. David Thompson, 
who named it for his home town in Kentucky. It was the 
county seat until removal to Sedalia. 

Greenridge, platted in 1870 by Albert Parker, of Sedalia 
and first called Parkersburg, but the name was changed to 
the name of the postoffice nearby. 

Houstonia, named for Gen. Thomas F. Houston, who 
lived in the vicinity. 

Hughesville, named for Samuel Hughes, a pioneer. 

Smithton, platted in 1859 by William E. Combs, and 
named in honor of Gen. George R. Smith, one of the most 
active workers in raising funds to locate on what was called 
the "inland route" to distinguish it from the "river route" 
on the Missouri Pacific. 



PHELPS COUNTY. 

Organized November 13, 1857. Named for John F. 
Phelps, of Springfield, Missouri, member of Congress and 
Governor of the State. Elected November, 1876. 

Rolla, county seat of Phelps county. A corruption of 
Raleigh, being named from the city in North Carolina. 
Founded in 1860. 
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From the Youth's Companion, Sept. 7, 1916. 
How Rolla Got Its Namjl. 

"You have given quaint and beautiful names to some of the 
cities of your state," remarked a visitor in Missouri. "I have 
often wondered where you obtained them. There is 'Sedalia,' 
for instance. And there is 'Rolla.* Every student of history 
knows of Rollo, but whence came this more beautiful word? Has 
'Rolla' any connection at all with 'Rollo'?" 

"Not even the remotest," was the response of a professor in 
one of the state educational institutions, for to him the question 
was addressed. 

"How, then, did the name originate? Can you tell?" 

"Yes," answered the professor, with a smile. "The origin 
of the word in its present form is a part of the folklore of the place. 
The community was made up at first very largely of immigrants 
from North Carolina, who were not much given to the study of 
spelling, but who cherished a pride in their native state, and deter- 
mined to give the name of its proud old capital to their new city 
in the West. The capital of the Old North State was named for 
Sir Walter Raleigh of 'the spaoious days of great Elizabeth.' 
The Missouri immigrants, not recalling the correct orthography of 
the name, spelled it phonetically, as it seemed to them; for they 
supposed that a final 'a' was equivalent to a final 'y.' They 
spelled it R-o-1, rawl, 1-a, ly. And that was the origin of the word 
that seems to give you so much pleasure." 

Arlington, named for the home of Robert E. Lee. 

St. James, named for a large mine owner in the vicinity. 

***** 

PIKE COUNTY. 

Organized December 14, 1818. Named for Zebulon 
Montgomery Pike, commander of the Osage river expedition 
and discoverer of Pike's Peak. 

Bowling Green, county seat of Pike county, settled in 
1819, and made the county seat in 1824. Laid out on the 
same plan and named for Bowling Green, Kentucky. 

Ashley, named for William H. Ashley, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of Missouri from 1820 to 1824. 

Clarksville, settled and platted in 1819 by John Miller, 
afterwards Governor of Missouri. Nicknamed "Appletown" 
by river men because of the great number of apple barrels 
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shipped from the place. It was named in honor of William 
Clark, governor of the Territory at the time. 

Curryville, named for Perry A. Curry, who laid out the 
town in 1867. 

Louisiana, founded in 1818 by Samuel K. Caldwell, and 
named for Louisiana Basye, afterward Mrs. David L. Tombs. 
Plat filed December 10, 1819. 

***** 

PLATTE COUNTY. 

Organized December 31, 1828. Named from the river 
of the same name. From the French "plate" meaning "dull," 
"shallow," a term singularly applicable to this river. 

Platte City, county seat of Platte county, located by 
Samuel Hadley and Daniel O. Lucas, commissioners. First 
called "Falls of Platte," from the falls in that stream. 

Dearborn, named for Gen. Henry Dearborn, Secretary 
of War under President Thomas Jefferson. 

Parkville, named for George S. Park, its founder, and the 
location of Parkville College. 

Stillings, laid out August 12, 1889, by Vinton Stillings 
and for him named. 

Tracey, laid off in 1872 and named for J. W. Tracey, a 
railroad superintendent of the Rock Island System. 

Waldron, laid off in 1869 by J. M. and W. H. Waldron, 
for whom it was named. 

***** 

POLK COUNTY. 

Organized March 13, 1835. John P. Campbell, an early 
settler in Polk county was a second cousin of James K. Polk 
and he suggested that it be named Polk. Polk was at this 
time a member of Congress and was elected President in 1844. 

Bolivar, county seat of Polk county, was selected by 
John M. McDonald, Markham Fristoe and John W. Hancock. 
Named for a town in Tennessee the home of a portion of the 
Polk family. The Tennessee town was named for Simon 
Bolivar, who, after a struggle of fourteen years, from 1811 to 
1825, freed Peru from the Spanish yoke. 
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Humansville, named for James Human, a pioneer who 
settled at the big spring at this place in 1834. 

Morrisville, founded by Morris Mitchell in 1870 and for 
him named. 

***** 

PULASKI COUNTY. 

Organized January 19, 1832. Named for Count Pulaski, 
a Polish general of the Revolutionary war, who fell at siege 
of Savannah, 1779. 

Waynesville, county seat of Pulaski county, platted in 
1834 and named for General Anthony Wayne. 

Decker, a family name. 

***** 

PUTNAM COUNTY. 

Organized February 28, 1845. Named for General Israel 
Putnam, distinguished in the Revolutionary war. 

Unionville, county seat of Putnam county. Selected by 
Robert Bronaugh, of Ralls; Harrison Munday, of Lewis, and 
John H. Rumjue, of Scotland, "to have due regard to the 
convenience of water and timber." First called Harmony, 
but name changed to Unionville by act of legislature Febru- 
ary 5, 1855. 

***** 

RALLS COUNTY. 

Organized November 16, 1820. Named for Daniel Ralls, 
a member of the legislature from Pike county, who died in 
1820 while the legislature was in session, and whose vote, 
when he was carried from the sick chamber to the legislative 
hall, elected Senator Benton. 

New London, county seat of Ralls county, platted in 
1819 and selected by Dabney Jones, James Garnett, Richard 
Jones, Stephen Glasscock and Francis Grant. 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY. 

Organized January 22, 1829. Named for John Randolph, 
of Roanoke, Va. Died May 24, 1833. 

Huntsville, county seat of Randolph county, laid out in 
1830 and named for Daniel Hunt, who was the pioneer settler. 

Moberly, named for Col. William E. Moberly, of Bruns- 
wick. Col. Moberly was the first President of the Chariton 
and Randolph Railroad Company, now a part of the Wabash 
System. 

* * * * * 

RAY COUNTY. 

(Contributed by W. Earle Dye, of Richmond, Mo.) 

Organized November 16, 1820. Named for John Ray, a 
member of the constitutional convention of 1820 from Howard 
county, who died in 1820 while the legislature was in session. 

Richmond, county seat of Ray county. In April, 1827, 
a commission was created, composed of John Stepp, Markham 
Treston and William Owens, of Lafayette county ; and Andrew 
Robertson and Eppe Tillory, of Clay county. They were 
directed to meet at the residence of John Wooland, of Ray 
county, on May 5, 1827. This commission located the seat 
on the "Wooland place" in the southwest quarter of fractional 
section thirty, township fifty-two, range twenty-seven; and 
on the same day, in behalf of the county, received a deed for 
the land from John Wooland, Isaac Thornton, William B. 
Martin and William Thornton. The deed was acknowledged 
May 30th, approved by the Judge of the Circuit Court 
July 20th, and so certified to the county court; filed for record 
October 2, and recorded October 8, 1827. The land was 
surveyed and laid off into town lots by Thomas N. Aubrey 
and the plat filed October 22, 1827. It was named Richmond 
by the county court for the capital city of Virginia. 

Camden, laid out by Edward M. and Elizabeth R. 
Samuel, and Amos and Judith C. Rees. Embraces the ex- 
tinct town of Bluffton. 

Elmira, laid off August 17, 1887, by the Milwaukee Land 
Company. 
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Hardin, laid off in 1868. Founded by William P. and 
Julia Shaw; James and Elvira Hughes; M. M. and Sarah 
Spurlock; Thomas and Lucindia McGinnis; Thomas J. and 
Sarah E. Porter; and S. R. Crispin. Named in honor of 
Charles H. Hardin, later Governor of Missouri. 

Henrietta, or Lexington Junction, was laid off December 
16, 1868 by Henrietta Watkins. Surveyed by F. Oliphant. 
Named in honor of founder. 

Hull's Point, named in honor of Hull. 

Knoxville, named from township in which located. 
First house built by J. H. Hatfield in 1834. It was first 
called "Buncombe" by the settlers. Surveyed September 29, 
1838. 

Lakeview, name derived from view of watery lowlands. 

Lawson, laid off June, 1870, by the St. Joseph Land Com- 
pany, and named in honor of L. M. Lawson, of the New York 
Banking House of Donnell, Lawson & Company. 

Millville, laid out in 1837 by Robert Mitchell and John 
(Buck) McGaugh, upon land first entered by Leighton Ewell, 
who sold it to Mitchell. The same year Mitchell built a 
grist mill upon one of the town lots and from this mill the 
town received its name. For many years the town bore 
the nickname "Buck Snort" from its founder "Buck" Mc- 
Gaugh. 

Mineral City, laid out January, 1912, by Stephen M. 
and Louisa Mullin and Peter J. Carolus. Surveyed by W. A. 
Mullin. So called because of the presence of oil, coal and 
mineral springs. 

Morton, a family name. First house built by W. P. 
Shaw, in 183-. 

New Garden, named by early emigrants through Mis- 
souri. At nightfall the caravan camped on the site of New 
Garden and one of the children wandered away and became 
lost. It was later found dead from hunger and exhaustion 
near a bed of flowers where it was buried. A church was 
founded near the grave and was called New Garden, or the 
church of the lost child. 
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Orrick, laid out by North Missouri Railroad Company 
(now the Wabash) in March, 1869, and named in honor of 
W. W. Orrick, of St. Charles, Missouri. 

Rayville, laid out in May, 1871, by James Crowley. 
First known as Hallard or Haller station. Later named from 
county in which located. 

Taitsville, was first settled by Alfred Williams in 1833. 
Laid out January 26, 1871 by John and James Tait for whom 
it was named. 

Tinney Grove, was founded in 1838 by Nathan Tinney, 
who settled on the townsite. It was surveyed March 23, 
1830 by Orville Geary. 

Vibbard, laid out by the St. Joseph Land Company, 
September 13, 1870. 

TOWNSHIPS. 

Camden township, established July 5, 1841. Named 
from most important town. 

Crooked river township, named from river bearing same 
name which flows through it. Set aside in 1823. 

Fishing River township, named from Fishing River. 
Originally set aside in 1821. 

Grape Grove township was established July 2, 1838. 
Named because of numerous groves of wild grapes. 

Knoxville township, established in 1841. Named from 
largest town. 

Orrick township, established August 3, 1886. Named 
from its largest town. 

Polk township, established August, 1845. Named in 
honor of James Knox Polk, then President of the United 
States. 

Richmond township, established 1829. Named for its 
principal city. 

RIVERS AND STREAMS. 

Crooked River, or Big Creek, so called because of mean- 
dering disposition and because it is the largest tributary to 
the Missouri river in the county. 
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Fishing River, named from township in which it rises. 
Little Creek, a tributary to Little River. 
Willow Creek, derives its name from its willow covered 
banks. 

***** 

REYNOLDS COUNTY. 

Organized February 25, 1845. Named for Governor 
Thomas Reynolds of Howard county, who committed suicide 
while in office, February 9, 1844. 

Centerville, county seat of Reynolds county selected by 
Ayers Hudspeth, of Washington; John Miller, of Madison; 
and Moses Carty, of St. Francois. So named because of its 
central location in the county. 

***** 

RIPLEY COUNTY. 

Organized January 5, 1833. Named for General Eleazor 
W. Ripley, of the war of 1812, conspicuous for gallantry in 
defense of Fort Erie on August 15, 1814, and member of Con- 
gress from Louisiana 1835-1839. Died March 2, 1839. 

Doniphan, county seat of Ripley county, named for 
Alexander W. Doniphan, the distinguished Missouri hero of 
the Mexican War. County seat located by a vote of the 
people, the three persons having the highest number of votes 
to locate the permanent seat of justice. 
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WERE NAMED. 



DAVID W. EATON. 

Fifth Article. 
* # * * * 

Old friends are the best we have; and to the majority of 
Americans, both in city and country, old names are old friends. 

ST. CHARLES COUNTY. 

Organized October 1, 1812. One of the original districts 
organized by proclamation of Governor Clark. Named in 
honor of Charles V of France. When this county was organ- 
ized it was the largest county ever in existence as it extended 
from the Missouri river to Canada on the north and the Pacific 
Ocean on the west and so remained until 1816. 

St. Charles, county seat of St. Charles county, so named 
because it was the purpose of the vicar of Pontoise to establish 
a seminary there in honor of that saint, where the Indians 
should be educated. "St. Charles, the earliest and most im- 
portant settlement north of the Missouri river and in the dis- 
trict, was at first known as 'Les Petite Cotes' and afterward 
as 'Village des Cotes' — this from the fact that the village was 
situated at the foot of a range of small hills, sufficiently high 
to protect it from the overflows of the Missouri." (Houck, 
Hist. Mo., Vol. II. 79f.) 

Augusta, platted by Leonard Harrold in 1836, a Penn- 
sylvania German, and named for Augusta Harrold, his wife. 

Cedar Pyramid, a curious column of rock standing in 
Darst's bottom near the Missouri river, 160 feet high. It 
stands out at a distance of 12 to 15 feet in front of a great cliff 
in the bottom, and for many years had a cedar tree growing 
on its top. 

Cottleville, laid out in 1839 by Captain Lorenzo Cottle, 
who had seen service in the Black Hawk and Florida wars. 
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The grant of land on which Cottleville is founded was obtained 
in 1803 by Mr. Cottle from the Spanish Government. 

Dardenne, postoffice, Township was named from creek 
of same name. It is said to be a corruption of "Terre d' Inde," 
"the land of turkeys," a game quite plentiful in an early day. 
(Note. Early West. Travels, Long, p. 129, says: "from one 
of the early settlers.") 

Darst's Bottom, named for David Darst, an early settler. 

Flint Hill, established by Talliferro P. Grantham in 1838. 

Foristell, platted by the owner, J. A. Davis, in 1857, and 
named by him in honor of Pierre Foristell, an honored citizen 
near town. 

Gilmore, named for Thomas Gilmore, an early settler who 
was one of a company to march against the British at Rock 
Island and who was killed by the Indians. 

Hamburg, settled by Germans and named by them for 
Hamburg, Germany. 

Hoeberville, named in honor of Frank G. Hoeber, first 
postmaster and merchant. 

Howell, named for Francis Howell, founder of "Howell 
Institute." 

Howell's Prairie, settled by Francis Howell in 1797. 

Josephsville, named in honor of Joseph Wilmer, its first 
postmaster and a merchant. 

Machens, a family name. 

Matson, named for an early settler. 

New Melle, settled by Germans from Melle, Germany. 

O'Fallon, surveyed under the direction of Nicholas Krekel 
in 1857, and named for Col. John O'Fallon, a capitalist of St. 
Louis and a director in the North Missouri Railroad. 

Peruque, named for creek which was so named from the 
fact that a French voyageur lost his wig in the stream. 

Portage Des Sioux, so named because at this point on the 
Mississippi River the Indians carried their canoes across the 
peninsula to the Missouri. 

Saint Peters, surveyed and platted by Henry Reinke and 
H. Deppe, and named for a Jesuit mission established there in 
early days. 
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Weldon Spring. Two settlers in Dardenne township at 
an early day were Joseph and John Weldon for whom the 
springs and town were named. 

Wentzville, named for the chief engineer of the St. Louis, 
Kansas City & Northern Rairoad under whose direction it was 
surveyed in 1855. 

Westalton, so named because of its location on the western 
bank of the Mississippi River opposite Alton, Illinois. 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

Organized January 29, 1841. Named for General Arthur 
St. Clair "of the Revolution," who was governor of the North- 
west Territory. 

Osceola, county seat of St. Clair county, laid out in 1841. 
Named for the Seminole Indian Chief. The name is of a 
medicine drink used by the tribe in certain ceremonies. Catlin 
shows a painting of Osceola. In it is seen the sad face of the 
young Seminole fighter, who ended his notorious career a 
prisoner at Fort Moultrie, when but a little over thirty years 
of age. 

Appleton City, platted in 1868 by William M. Prior under 
the name Arlington, but the name changed to Appleton City 
because the publishing house of D. Appleton, through William 
H. Appleton of New York, made a liberal donation for a public 
library and for school purposes. 

Collins takes its name from the township in which 
situated, and which was named for Judge William Collins. 

Harper, named in honor of W. G. Harper, a pioneer. 

Lowry City, platted in 1871 by John Hancock, who 
named it for a friend in Indiana. 

Monegaw Springs, is said to be the Osage word "Monega" 
for "wolf." "Tradition says that Monegaw, a well-regarded 
Osage Chief, retired to the cave nearby, and starved himself 
to death in grief at the passing away of the lands of his people 
to the whites." 

Oyer, named in honor of its first postmaster. 

Pape, named for Gideon Pape, proprietor of general store 
and saw mill. 
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Taberville, laid out by Doctor Taber, who formed a land 
company. 

Valhalla, from the German-Scandinavian mythology. 

ST. FRANCOIS COUNTY. 

Organized December 19, 1821. Named after its principal 
stream. The St. Francois river was named for the founder 
of the Franciscan order. 

Farmington, county seat of St. Francois county, was 
surveyed by Henry Poston in 1822. The site was selected 
by Henry Poston, William Shaw, William Alexander and 
James Holbert, commissioners. It was located on land 
donated by David Murphy. It takes its name from its 
pleasant location in the richest farming section of the county. 

Bismarck, laid out by P. R. Van Frank and others and 
named for the Chancellor Bismacrk, who was then beginning 
to attract world wide attention. Name changed to "Loyal" 
in 1918. 

Bonne Terre, a French word meaning "good earth." 
The name was given by early settlers to a mine which pro- 
duced lead. 

DeLassus, founded by A. D. DeLassus, October, 1869, 
and for him named. 

Desloge, named in honor of Firmin Desloge, of Wash- 
ington and St. Francois counties, who was president of a min- 
ing company. 

Elvins, named for Politte Elvins, a member of Congress 
at the time it was established. 

Iron Mountain, so-called because it was virtually a 
mountain of iron. 

Knob Lick, derives its name from a buffalo lick at the foot 
of a hill near the town. 

Loughboro, name formed from given name of Louis 
Yates, postmaster and merchant. 

Syenite, named from the rock resembling granite. 

* * * * 
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STE. GENEVIEVE COUNTY. 

Organized October 1, 1812, by proclamation of Governor 
William Clark, as one of the original districts. Named in 
honor of a female saint of France (hence Ste., the feminine 
form). The town has been the county seat from the organiza- 
ation of the county. 

New Offenburg, settled by a colony from Baden, and 
named by them for the town in the parent country. 

Weingarten, platted in 1837 by Jacob Wolf and others, 

and named for town in Germany. 

River Aux Vases, and town of same name. 

* * * * 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY. 

Organized October 1, 1812. Named for the principal 
city within its limits. St. Louis city was settled in 1764, and 
named in honor of the sainted king of France. 

Clayton, county seat of St. Louis county. Named for 
Ralph Clayton, an old citizen who donated one hundred acres 
of his farm to the new county. In 1878, Mrs. Hanley donated 
four acres for public buildings. 

Allenton, laid out in 1852 by Thomas R. Allen and for 
him named. 

Ballwin, takes its name for John Ball, who in 1804 settled 
the farm upon which the town was subsequently laid out. 

Bridgeton, was settled by French and Spanish families 
about the time St. Louis was established. A fort was built 
for the protection of the inhabitants and William Owens was 
placed in command, and was first called Owens' fort or Owens' 
Station. 

Brotherton, named in honor of Judge Marshall Brother- 
ton of St. Louis. 

Cabaret Island, located in the Mississippi between the 
Merchants Bridge and Chain of Rocks, named for an early 
French settler Cabaret or Gabaret, as sometimes spelled. 

Carondelet, named for Baron Carondelet, Spanish com- 
mander-in-chief and Governor of Louisiana in 1791. Settled 
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in 1767 by Delor. First plat of town made by Laurentius 
M. Eiler. 

Chesterfield, laid out in 1818. 

Cliff Cave, named from a cave near which was frequented 
by the Indians. 

Coleman, named in honor of Col. Norman J. Coleman, of 
St. Louis. 

Creve Coeur, named for an early French fort. The name 
means "broken heart." 

Ellendale, takes its name from the eldest daughter of 
William L. Thomas, publisher of school and home. 

Eureka, laid out in 1858, and means "I have found it." 

Ferguson, named for William B. Ferguson, who in 1858 
gave land for depot on Wabash railroad. 

Florissant, named for the flowery valley in which it is 
situated. 

Glencoe, named for a pass in Argyleshire, Scotland, where 
the massacre of the McDonalds by the Campbells took place 
February 13, 1692. 

Glendale, from the many beautiful dales or glens in the 
surrounding region. 

Grants, named in honor of President U. S. Grant, who 
owned the farm in which located. Mrs. U. S. Grant was born 
at this place. 

Kirkwood, platted in 1852 and named for James P. Kirk- 
wood, the first chief engineer of the Missouri Pacific Railroad. 

Manchester, named by an English settler for the town of 
that name in England. 

Old Orachard, takes its name from an apple orchard that 
occupies the original site. 

Sappington, named for a family of pioneers. 

Webster Groves owes its name to Webster College, 
established by Artemas Bullard, a New Englander, who 
honored Daniel Webster. 
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SALINE COUNTY. 

Organized November 25, 1820. So named because of its 
salt springs. 

Marshall, county seat of Saline county, set off as the 
county seat in 1839 and named for Chief Justice John Marshall, 
who died July 6, 1835. 

Arrow Rock, "the Pierre a fleche" of early French ex- 
plorers, gave its name to the town founded in 1829. It was 
also said to be a spot where the Indians formerly resorted for 
arrowheads. 

Blackburn, named for M. P. and C. J. Blackburn. 

Blosser, named for E. J. Blosser, a citizen. 

Gilliam, named for a farmer residing in the neighborhood. 

Grand Pass, received its name from the fact that the 
Osage trace or trail connecting farther west with the Santa 
Fe Trail here followed the narrow divide between Salt Fork 
and the Missouri bottoms. This "pass" is about one and a 
half miles long and in one place so narrow that a stone can be 
thrown across. (Th waits.) 

Malta Bend, laid off in 1865 and named for the steamer 
"Malta," which was sunk in a bend of the Missouri River 
about three miles from the village. 

Miami, named for the tribe of Indians of that name. 
This word is the French spelling for the word "Maumee"— 
"Mother." 

Napton, named for Judge Napton, an old inhabitant of 
the county. 

Shackleford, named for Thomas Shackleford, of near 
Glasgow. 

Slater, named for John F. Slater of Connecticut. 
Sweet Springs, named for exceptional medical springs. 
Laid out in 1838. 

* * * * 

SCHUYLER COUNTY. 

Organized February 14, 1845. Named for General 
Philip Schuyler of the Revolution. Died November 18, 1804. 
Lancaster, county seat of Schuyler county, so declared 
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by act, February 4, 1847, and located by commissioners Robert 
Bronaugh, of Ralls; Harrison Munday, of Lewis; and John H. 
Romjue, of Scotland, to locate within one mile of the geo- 
graphic center of the county. 

Downing, founded by Henry Downing, after whom it 
was named. 

Griffin, named in honor of A. L. Griffin, Assistant Super- 
intendant of the M. I. & N. R. R. Co. 

Queen City, laid out by Dr. George W. Wilson in 1867, 

as "Queen of the prairies." 

* * • * 

SCOTLAND COUNTY. 

Organized January 29, 1841. Name suggested by 
Stephen W. B. Carnegy, a Scotchman and citizen of the 
county, in honor of his native country. 

Memphis, county seat of Scotland county, selected by 
commissioners Obadiah Dickerson, of Shelby; John Lear, of 
Marion; Matthew Givins, of Lewis. They were ordered to 
meet at Sand Hill on the 3rd Monday in May, 1843 (May 15, 
1843), and they selected the site which was called "Memphis." 
Samuel Cecil donated land for county seat purposes. Sur- 
veyed by J. F. Forman, October 11, 1843. First settled in 
1838 and named for the city in Egypt. 

Arbela, original survey called North Perryville, made by 
Thomas Russell, March 24, 1858. About the time of the 
completion of the Keo. & Wes. R. R., a new survey was made 
and the name changed to Arbela. 

Etna, laid out and surveyed in April, 1865, by Andrew 
Hunt, and named for the volcano in Sicily. 

Gorin, established in the spring of 1857 and named for 
Rev. M. G. Gorin but another writer says it was named for 
Maj. J. H. M. Gorin, an early settler. 

Granger, laid out in 1874, surveyed by Henry Hill, pro- 
prietor, in September, 1874. Named for the Granger society 
which was attracting much attention at that time. 

Sand Hill, settled in 1835 and surveyed in 1857 by Charles 

Durkee, agent for the proprietor. 

* * * * 
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SCOTT COUNTY. 

Organized December 28, 1821. Named for John Scott, 
first member of Congress from the State of Missouri from 
1820 to 1827. Died in Ste. Genevieve in 1861. 

Benton, county seat of Scott county, named for Thomas 
H. Benton. 

Blodgett, platted in 1868. 

Commerce, so named because a trading post of consider- 
able business was located there as early as 1803. 
Diehlstadt, platted in 1868. 

Illmo, an arbitrary name formed from the abbreviations 
of Illinois and Missouri. 

Morley, platted in 1868. 

New Hamburg, laid out for Francis Heurig. Settled by 
Germans and named by them for Hamburg, Germany. 

Oran, platted in 1869. Originally called Sylvania but 

name changed because of town previously called by that name 

in Dade county. 

Sikeston, platted in 1860 and named for John Sikes. 

* * * * 

SHANNON COUNTY. 

Organized January 29, 1841. Named for George F. 
Shannon of Marion county, who was superintendent of the 
publication of the journals of Lewis and Clark and was a 
United States attorney for Missouri. 

Eminence, county seat of Shannon county, named from 
its high location. 

Birch Creek, so named because birch trees grew along its 
bank. 

Birch Tree, named from a small grove of birch trees, the 
only ones for miles around that stood near the site of the first 
postofiice which was about two miles down Birch Creek from 
the present site. 

Congo, name suggested by Walter Webb, because when 
the postofiice was first established he had just recently been 
studying the geography of Africa, and the name of the Congo 



66 



MISSOURI HISTORICAL REVIEW. 



River attracted him, and it was sent to the postoffice depart- 
ment, and accepted. 

Deslet, name sent in to the postoffice department as 
"Desolate" from the character and remoteness of the place, 
but in the papers as returned it was misspelled. 

Monteer, named for A. N. Monteer, who at the time the 
town was laid out was master mechanic of the Frisco shops, 
then the K. C. S. and M. Railroad, at Springfield, Missouri. 

Rector, a family name. 

Shawnee, named for a tribe of Indians that occupied 
part of this territory at the time the state was admitted into 
the Union. 

Sinkin, on creek of same name, so called because at this 
point it runs under the hill for about one-quarter of a mile, 
the opening being large enough to admit passage of large trees 
down stream. 

Winona, originally located in a pine forest, and named by 
some lumbermen from Winona, Minnesota. It is a Sioux female 
proper name signifying "a first born child." The name was 
first introduced to the reading public by Keating's pathetic 
account in his "Narrative of Long's Expedition" of the Sioux 
maiden who committed suicide because her relatives sought 
to make her wed against her will, and the name is used in 
Longfellow's "Hiawatha." 

* ♦ * * 

SHELBY COUNTY. 

Organized January 2, 1835. Named in honor of General 
and Ex-Governor Isaac Shelby, Kentucky's first governor 
(1792) who was again elected governor in 1812-1816. He 
died July 18, 1826. 

Shelbyville, county seat of Shelby county, selected by 
Commissioners Elias Kinchelo, of Marion; John Day, of Lewis, 
and Joseph Hardy, of Ralls. Thomas J. Bounds was surveyor 
and commissioner to dispose of lots. Named for Gen. Isaac 
Shelby, of Kentucky. 

Bell's Branch, in Shelby county, was named for Samuel 

Bell. 
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Bethel, settled in 1845 by William Kiel and others. A 
scriptural name. 

Black Creek, so named by the surveyors who surveyed 
the country, because of the blackness of the waters when they 
first saw it. 

Broughton's branch was named for W. B. Broughton. 

Burksville, named for John T. Burks, its first postmaster 
and merchant. 

Clarence, founded in 1857 and named for a son of John 
Duff, an early settler. 

Emden, named for Emden in Germany. 

Hager's Grove, named for the owner of the townsite, 
John Hager. 

Hawkin's Branch, was named for William Hawkins. 

Holman's Branch, was named for Thomas Holman. 

Hunnewell, platted August 15, 1857, by Josiah Hunt and 
named in honor of H. Hollis Hunnewell of Boston, a capitalist. 

Lakenan, named in honor of Hon. Robert F. Lakenan, 
who was a large land owner in the vicinity, and who was also 

■ 

secretary of the original enterprise of the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Railroad in 1847 and a strong worker for the enter- 
prise, and the author of the charter for that road which was 
granted in 1842. 

Lentner, named by John L. Lathrop of Chicago, a large 
land holder in the vicinity. 

Oak Dale, founded by Wm. B. Boughton and christened 
in the spring of 1834, and so named by him from the many fine 
oaks along a dale nearby. Mr. Boughton was its first post- 
master and kept a store. 

Parker Branch was named for George Parker. 

Payton Branch was named for John Payton. 

Pollard Branch was named for Elijah Pollard. 

Shelbina, named by the settlers, formed from Shelby. 

Tiger Fork, was so named because John Winnegan killed 
two very large panthers in its banks, and the settlers thought 
they were tigers. 

* • * * 
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STODDARD COUNTY. 

Organized January 2, 1835. Named for Major Amos 
Stoddard, U. S. A., who on March 10, 1804, in St. Louis, 
received on the part of the United States from France, authori- 
ty to govern Louisiana as purchased the year before by 
Jefferson. At the siege of Fort Miegs, Ohio, in 1813, he 
received wounds of which he died. 

Bloomfield, county seat of Stoddard county, laid out by 
commissioners in 1836 on land owned by Absolom Bailey. 
So named because at the time the land was platted it was 
covered with flowers. It was the site of an Indian Village, 
first settled by whites in 1824. 

Alhambra, the name of a Moorish temple in Granada, 
Spain. 

Dexter, surveyed in 1873 and named for a noted race 
horse. * * * * 

STONE COUNTY. 

Organized February 10, 1851. Named after early settlers 
of that name from eastern Tennessee. 

Galena, county seat of Stone county, platted in 1852 and 
first called Jamestown but changed to Galena from the abund- 
ance of the principal ore from which lead is extracted. 

* * * * 

SULLIVAN COUNTY. 

Organized February 14, 1845. "To be called Sullivan, 
in honor of General Sullivan of Revolutionary fame." Gen- 
eral James Sullivan was a member of the Continental Congress 
of 1782. Died December 10, 1808. 

Milan, county seat of Sullivan county, was selected by 
Commissioners James Lomax, of Grundy; Jeremiah Phillips, 
of Linn, and Walter Garett, Sr., of Macon. Surveyed in 1945 
by Wilson Baldridge, surveyor, on land of Armistead C, Hill. 

Harris, named in honor of A. W. Harris a pioneer and 
capitalist. 

Humphreys, founded in 1881 and named for a pioneer 
family. 
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Owasco, an Indian word meaning "bridge" or "lake of 
the bridge." 

Reger, named for O. M. Reger, a pioneer. 

* * * * 

TANEY COUNTY. 

Organized January 6, 1837. Named in honor of Chief 
Justice Roger B. Taney, of Maryland, of the Supreme Court, 
who in 1856 delivered the celebrated opinion in the Dred Scot 
case. Died October 12, 1864. 

Forsyth, county seat of Taney county, laid out in 1836 
and named for Hon. John Forsyth, of Georgia, Secretary of 
State, 1834-1841. Selected as county seat by George M. 
Gibson, of Barry; John Mooney, of Polk, and Thomas Horn, 
of Greene. 

Kissee Mills, named in honor of A. C. Kissee, miller and 
merchant. 

Lake Taneycomo, named by combining "Taney", "co" 
for county, and "mo" for Missouri. 

Taneyville, named formed from Taney. 

* * * * 

TEXAS COUNTY. 

Organized February 14, 1845. Named after the Republic 
of Texas, afterward "The Lone Star State." "Texas" signifies 
"allies," "friends," "confederates," and was applied to such 
tribes as allied themselves or formed leagues for their mutual 
protection and defense. (Fulmore, Geog. & Hist. Texas.) 

Houston, county seat of Texas county, selected by James 
Tunel, of Wright; Samuel H. Grigsby, of Pulaski, and John 
Buford, of Shannon. Named for General Samuel Houston, 
President of the Republic of Texas, and later United States 
Senator from the State of Texas. 

Bucyrus, named for the town in Ohio of same name. 
Bucyrus in Ohio was derived from Busiris in ancient Egypt. 

Cabool, named for Capital of Afganistan, now spelled 
Cabul or Kabul. 

Dent, named for prominent family. 
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Elk Creek, named for the moose or the " Wapeti," locally 
called elk, that once roamed over that part of the country. 

Huggins, named in honor of F. M. Huggins, first post- 
master and merchant. 

Licking, first called "Buffalo Lick" but afterwards changed 
to present name. 

Maples, named in honor of J. J. Maples, postmaster and 
merchant. 

Nagle, a family name. 

Nile, named from the river in Egypt. 

Plato, named for the Athenian philosopher. 

Simmons, named in honor of D. L. Simmons, postmaster 
and merchant. 

Tyrone, named for the county in Ireland. 

Yukon, named for the river in Alaska. 

* * * * 

VERNON COUNTY. 

Organized February 17, 1851. Named in honor of Miles 
Vernon, of Laclede county, a state senator from 1850 to 1860. 

Nevada, county seat of Vernon county, platted in 1855 
on land of Thomas H. Austin, and Benjamin Baugh. The 
name was given by DeWitt C. Hunter, the county and circuit 
clerk, after that of Nevada, California, where he had been a 
miner. A Spanish word meaning "snow clad." 

Bellamy, named for Thomas Bellamy, the first trader at 
this place. 

Bronaugh, platted in 1866 and named for W. C. Bronaugh, 
owner of the land. 

Deerfield, platted by Judge David Redfield, and so named 
by him from the fact that it was a favorite hunting ground for 
the army officers at Fort Scott, when that place was an army 
post. Redfield settled there as early as 1838. 

Halley's Bluff, named for Anselm Halley. 

Harwood, platted in 1882 by John T. Birdeye, for Charles 
E. Brown, of St. Louis, owner of the site. 

Monte vallo, originally was laid out on lands owned by 
Joseph Martin in 1850. It was given its name by Rev. Thomas 
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German, first school commissioner of Vernon county, and was 
derived from the two Spanish words "Monte Vallo" meaning 
"Hill and valley." The present town was platted by Samuel 
Mariatt, in 1881 on land one and one-half miles southeast of 
former site. 

Moundville, takes its name from mounds on which it was 
laid out by Harvey Karnes in 1860. 

Schell City, laid out in 1871 and named for one of the 
original proprietors, Augustus Schell of New York City. 

Sheldon, given the christian name of Sheldon A. Wright. 

Walker, platted in 1870 and named for Hiram F. Walker, 
an early resident. 

* * * * 

WARREN COUNTY. 

Organized January 5, 1833. Named for Joseph Warren, 
a Revolutionary patriot who fell at Bunker Hill under Putnam, 
June 17, 1775. Rank of general. A Mason of high honors, 
and at time of death was grand master of the continent of 
America. 

Warrenton, county seat of Warren county, platted in 
1835 on land donated by Henry Walton and Mordecai Morgan. 
Selected as county seat by a commission and named for county. 

Holstein, settled by Germans, and named by them for 
Holstein, Germany. 

Marthasville. On a hill near this place are the former 
graves of Daniel Boone and his wife. 

New Truxton, is contradistinction to Truxton in Lincoln 
county. 

Treloar, named for a member of Congress from this dis- 
trict. 

Truesdale, named for William Truesdale, former owner of 
the townsite, and who platted the town in 1857. He was a 
civil engineer on the North Missouri Railroad. 

Wright City, platted in 1857 by an early settler, Dr. H. C. 

Wright, and for him named. 

* * * * 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Organized August 21, 1813. Named in honor of George 
Washington. 

Potosi, county seat of Washington county, selected by a 
commission as county seat on February 26, 1814, and named 
"Potosi," a mining town, from the Peruvian mining town. 

Alum Cave, is a small cave where in the early history of 
the state alum was obtained. Reference to this cave was made 
by Schoolcraft in his notes on the minerals of Missouri. 

Anthonies Mill, named for S. D. Anthony, the first post- 
master. 

Baryties, name from Baryta, the heaviest of earths called 
by the miners "Heavy Spar." 

Belgrade, named from capital of Servia. The name 
means "White Fortress." 

Caledonia, laid out in 1819. When the first lot of this 
town was offered for sale it was stated that the highest bidder 
and first purchaser of the lot should have the honor of naming 
the town. Alexander Craighead was the first purchaser and 
named it Caledonia in honor of his home town in Scotland. 
Located on land of Miles Goforth obtained by Spanish grant 
in 1804. 

Floyd, named in honor of Sergeant Charles Floyd of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

Hopewell, laid out in 1853 by Hon. John Evans. 

Irondale, laid out in 1850 by Hon. John G. Scott, who 
with others erected a large iron furnace there. 

Mineral Point, so named because of the abundance of 
several minerals in the vicinity. 

Richwoods, laid out in 1827 and named from the quality 

of the surrounding country. 

Troutt, named in honor of W. R. Troutt, postmaster. 

* * ♦ * 

WAYNE COUNTY. 

Organized December 11, 1818. Named for Genera 
Anthony Wayne, of Stony Point, of Revolutionary fame. 
Died December 15, 1796. 
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Greenville, county seat of Wayne county, laid out in 1818 
and named for Greenville, Ohio, where General Anthony 
Wayne in 1795 concluded a treaty with the various tribes of 
Indians living in the Northwest Territory. When the town 
was laid out the site was a corn field, and the streets were laid 
out according to the rows of corn, as stated by one writer. 

Gads Hill, platted in 1872 by George W. Creath, and 
named for the country home of Charles Dickens. 

Mill Springs, laid out in November, 1871, and named so 
because a mill is run by a large spring. 

Patterson, named for G. R. Patterson, a dealer in farm 
implements. 

Piedmont, from the French "pied" meaning "foot" and 
"mont" meaning mountain, and laid out by the Railroad 
company. 

Wappapello, platted in 1884 by S. R. Kelly and named for 
an Indian chief of the Shawnee tribe. 

Williamsville, named for Asa E. Williams, who laid out 
the town in 1822. 

* * * * 

WEBSTER COUNTY. 

Organized March 3, 1855. Named in honor of Daniel 
Webster. Died October 21, 1852. 

Marshfield, county seat of Webster county, laid out in 
1855 on site donated by William T. Buford and named for the 
home of Daniel Webster. 

Devils Den, a lake on top of a hill. 

Fordland, laid out by Judge W. S. Thompson in 1881, 
who named it for J. S. Ford, Comptroller of the K. C, Ft. 
Scott and Mem. Railroad Co. 

Niangua, named for the streaam which rises in Webster 
county and empties into the Osage at Linn Creek in Camden 
county. The name is a corruption of the original Indian name 
Nehemgar, or Niangua meaning "bear." 

Rogersville, named for Doctor Rogers, a pioneer. 

Seymour, laid out in 1882. 
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WORTH COUNTY. 

Organized February 8, 1861. Named for General William 
J. Worth of the Florida and Mexican Wars. Died at San 
Antonio, Texas, May 7, 1849. 

Grant City, county seat of Worth county, laid out in 
1864 and named for General U. S. Grant. 

Denver, named for a former governor of Kansas, James 
W. Denver. 

* * * * 

WRIGHT COUNTY. 

Organized January 29, 1841. Named for Silas Wright, 
United States Senator, of New York. Died August 27, 1847. 

Hartville, county seat of Wright county, named for the 
original owner of the town site. 

Astoria, named for the Astor family of New York. John 
Jacob Astor, founder of the family, made a fortune in the fur 
trade, much of which was from the trade obtained in the Mis- 
souri Valley. 

Cedar Gap, one of the highest points in the state, about 
1700 feet and so named from the character of timber growing 
in the gap. 

Norwood, named after Henry Ward Beecher's novel of 
that name. 

V 
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